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 			About VIU
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			Venice International University (VIU) is something unique in the academic world – a consortium of 23 universities and research institutions from all over the world with an autonomous campus on the island of San Servolo, Venice, Italy.

			Universities today must play a strategic role in addressing the new global challenges: sustainable development, climate change, energy, food & water security, urban growth, ageing populations, innovation & technology, global ethics, protection of tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

			VIU’s academic and thematic programs adopt interdisciplinary approaches in an international context, nurturing the ability of students to develop different skills, to work across disciplines, to react with great flexibility with a broad intellectual range.

			The participants in the activities are mainly students of the member universities, although since its foundation in 1995, VIU has increasingly worked to develop and contribute to the research triangle of stakeholders – industry, academia and government – through the thematic programs on Sustainability (TEN), Innovation (TeDIS) and Ageing. Recently, this multi-stakeholder approach has expanded to include citizens and civil society. Their involvement has the potential to enrich research and policy development, offering valuable insights and solutions to address today’s global challenges.

			In the area of Sustainable Development, VIU is active in several important international networks, including Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), Associazione Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (ASviS), UN Global Compact and Global Compact Network Italia Foundation.

			
			


			
			Member Universities of VIU:

			Boston College – USA

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Italy

			Duke University – USA

			European University at St. Petersburg – Russia

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica – Italy

			Korea University – Korea

			KU Leuven – Belgium

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität – Germany

			Sabancı University – Turkey

			Stellenbosch University – South Africa

			Tel Aviv University – Israel

			Tsinghua University – P.R. China

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Padova – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” – Italy

			Università Iuav di Venezia – Italy

			Université de Bordeaux – France

			Université de Lausanne – Switzerland

			University of Exeter – United Kingdom

			University of Ljubljana – Slovenia

			University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia – Italy

			Waseda University – Japan

			
			


			
			The Metropolitan City of Venice is also a member of VIU.

			The Italian Ministry for University Education and Scientific and Technological Research formally recognized the Venice International University consortium as an international center of higher education and research by Ministerial Decree on 23 October 1997.

 	
			
 			Globalization Program
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			Crossing borders

			Educating towards world citizenship

			

			
			Today’s globalized world needs flexible minds, able to move across disciplines, capable of tackling contemporary challenges with innovative humanistic approaches; recognizing the importance of environmental and economic sustainability and natural and cultural heritage; understanding, communicating and working with people from other cultures. VIU’s Globalization Program provides a response in this direction, promoting academic cooperation among partner universities from around the world, through academic programs, internships, seminars, workshops and conferences. In particular, the program provides students with an intense educational experience in Venice, in multicultural contexts, where global and comparative approaches are privileged, integrating the study of human heritage, creativity and imagination with the study of social relations and institutions. The Program draws on the expertise acquired since 1997, by the VIU Joint Semester Program, by the first editions of the VIU Globalization Program and by the VIU Thematic Programs on Sustainability (TEN Program) Innovation (TeDIS Program) and Ageing (Ageing Program).


			Multicultural, International & Interdisciplinary

			The Globalization Program brings together talented, motivated students from the 20 member universities in a truly multicultural, international and interdisciplinary environment. Each semester over 100 students participate in the program as part of their degree in their home university. The interdisciplinary courses are English-taught by professors from the member universities.

			The program provides a powerful learning experience in which students develop their capacity for critical thinking and creative problem solving. Students of the Globalization Program are thus more prepared for graduate study and for careers in new and emerging fields. Students choose from a course offering of 22-25 courses in the following three topic areas:


			



			Core Topics

			Italy: courses that showcase Venetian and Italian life, culture, art and history:

			_ History of Venice

			_ Italian Contemporary History in Films

			_ Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			_ Italian for Foreigners


			


			
			Cultures of the World: courses that examine the cultures of the world; courses that make the most of the intercultural classroom:

			_ Intercultural Communication

			_ Gender Studies

			_ Comparing East and West


			


			
			Global Challenges: courses that address current, global issues, preferably from an interdisciplinary perspective:

			_ Identity, Heritage and Globalization

			_ Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights

			_ Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development


			


			
			Specialization Tracks: 3-6 courses will be available in each track and will vary each semester


			



			Economics, Management and Digital Technologies applied to Cultural Heritage

			The aim of this specialization track is to introduce students to concepts such as Natural and Cultural Heritage, both tangible and intangible; to the challenges posed by their management, preservation and development, in relation to development policies and/or citizenship issues. 3-5 courses are typically offered in this track.


			


			
			Science and Society

			The aim is to explore critically the role and impact of science, technology and innovation within society, and conversely how society, politics and culture affect scientific research and innovation. Courses may examine Science as a profession and the role of scientists as stakeholders within society, or may scrutinize the ethics of science, and explore the many relevant societal issues including science and education, science communication and civic engagement; the economics, sociology and anthropology of science; representation of science in literature and the arts; citizen science and open science; responsible research and innovation.


			


			
			History and Memory

			This specialization track is intended to offer opportunities to develop an up-to-date understanding of history, historical research and consciousness, Collective and individual memory and forgetting, with their ethical and political implications, in their micro and macro dimensions.


			


			
			Environmental Management and Sustainable Development

			The aim of this specialization track is to develop awareness of Sustainability concepts and issues, applied to the Environment and the Economy, learning about sustainable practices and management, adopting ethical and cultural approaches. Courses may provide tools of analysis of Environmental changes and of impact valuation (including digital tools), knowledge about policies, law and governance; climate change; sustainable energy; food and water security; corporate social responsibility and industrial ecology; the role of lead firms in fostering environmental innovation; justice and development.


			


			
			Cities and Global Change

			This specialization track focuses on the cities as places where human activities are concentrated, as the chief causes of, and solutions to, anthropogenic global change, providing students with a critical view on the nature of cities and social, economic, political, cultural global change, their interrelation, the way in which cities address problems and opportunities emerging from such change (climate change, transport and mobility, democracy and participation, education, multiculturalism, migration and population trends, tourism, land use, urban poverty) and the tools available for governance of change.


			


			
			Environmental Humanities

			This track aims to capture existing conjunctions across environmental philosophy, environmental history, ecocriticism, cultural geography, cultural anthropology, and political ecology, while also seeking to integrate debates thus far largely shaped by different disciplinary contexts. Environmental Humanities can help to organize humanistic research, to open up new forms of interdisciplinarity, both within the humanities and in collaboration with the social and natural sciences, and to shape public debate and policies on environmental issues.

			
			Academics

			The Globalization Program is a 15-week credit only program. Courses are 40-hours long (except Italian for Foreigners: 56 hours) and recognized for credit by member universities. Attendance is compulsory; a mid-term break allows independent travel in Italy and Europe. Courses have 20-25 students to facilitate group work and student presentations.

			
			Credit recognition

			All Member Universities recognize Globalization Program courses for credit. Each University defines the procedures by which courses are approved and how they can be inserted into a student’s degree program. Request further information about credits by writing to: student-services@univiu.org

			If you encounter difficulties in receiving credits for courses, please contact the Vice Dean for assistance.

			
			Admissions

			Students at the Italian member universities Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia, Università Iuav di Venezia, Università degli Studi di Padova and Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” may apply for the program directly with VIU by filling out the pre-registration form on VIU website.

			
			


			
			

			



			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia:

			Prof. Sara De Vido, sara.devido@unive.it

			Ketti Borille, incoming.mobility@unive.it (Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Exchange students only)

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Padova:

			Prof. Cristina Basso, cristina.basso@unipd.it

			Dora Longoni, dora.longoni@unipd.it

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”:

			Prof. Gustavo Piga, gustavo.piga@uniroma2.it

			Chiara Tranquilli, chiara.tranquilli@uniroma2.it

			
			



			Università Iuav di Venezia:

			Prof. Maria Chiara Tosi, mnrtso@iuav.it


			


			



			Students from all other universities must apply through the relevant office in their home university, as listed below:


			



			

			



			Boston College:

			Students must apply through the BC Office of International Programs.

			Samantha Lee, samantha.lee@bc.edu

			
			



			Duke University:

			Students must apply through the Duke Global Education Office for Undergraduates.

			Mattie Stevens, mattie.stevens@duke.edu

			
			



			European University of St. Petersburg:

			Prof. Natalia Mazur, nmazur@eu.spb.ru

			Olga Makarova, omakarova@eu.spb.ru

			
			



			Korea University:

			Students must apply through the Office of International Affairs.

			Hyunjoo Cho, outeurope@korea.ac.kr

			
			



			KU Leuven:

			Students must apply through the KU Leuven International Office.

			Laura Lenssen, laura.lenssen@kuleuven.be

			
			



			Ludwig Maximilians Universität:

			Students must apply through the LMU International Office.

			Administrative Advisor Philippa Menzel, Philippa.Menzel@verwaltung.uni-muenchen.de

			
			



			Stellenbosch University:

			Students must apply through the Global Education Center.

			Mariska April, maa@sun.ac.za

			
			



			Tel Aviv University:

			Students must apply through the Out Exchange Office.

			Ofir Ben Ezra, outexchange@tauex.tau.ac.il

			
			



			Tsinghua University:

			Students must contact Tsinghua representative on the VIU Academic Council.

			ZUO Jiane, jiane.zuo@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn

			
			



			Université de Bordeaux:

			Malika Chazelas, International Mobility Office Manager, malika.chazelas@u-bordeaux.fr

			
			



			Université de Lausanne:

			Coordinatrice relations internationales Sylvie Kohli, erasmus@unil.ch

			
			



			University of Exeter:

			Students must apply through the Global Opportunities Team.

			outbound@exeter.ac.uk

			
			



			Sabancı University:

			Zeynep Ezgi Erdem, ezgi.erdem@sabanciuniv.edu

			Gulin Karahuseyinoglu, g.karahuseyinoglu@sabanciuniv.edu

			
			



			Waseda University:

			Students must apply through the WU Center for International Education.

			cie-europe@list.waseda.jp

			Shiho Hamano, cie-outbound03@list.waseda.jp

			


			Online registration for courses

			If you are currently registered at one of VIU’s member universities and already know which courses you would like to take, you should pre-register and register for courses through on-line forms. Please visit our website: https://www.univiu.org/study/globalization-program/courses

			
			Tuition fees

			Students must be regularly enrolled in their home university and must pay regular tuition fees to their home university. No further fees are paid directly to Venice International University.

			
			Logistics & Accommodation

			Orientation is provided at the beginning of semester, with campus and city tours, information sessions on the courses, on immigration issues, and social activities.

			Accommodation is available on campus on the Island of San Servolo, situated in the Lagoon of Venice just 10 minutes by boat from Piazza San Marco. VIU also assists students in finding accommodation in apartments in Venice.

			
			Co-curricular Activities

			A rich variety of Co-curricular activities further enhances the educational mission of the program, through a plenary workshop, informal opportunities to debate topical issues, guest lectures, social and sporting events, weekly movie screenings, day trips and site-visits to the most important venues and sites of Venice and its hinterland, and locations related to the courses.

			
			Internship
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			VIU provides internship opportunities, mobility and scholarships to students of the member universities who attend the Globalization Program. Following the semester of courses at VIU, selected students are offered internships at research centers, universities, cultural organizations and companies in Italy and abroad.

			Each semester VIU publishes several calls for applications for the Internship and Mobility Program:

			
			


			
			1. Worldwide Mobility

			For students enrolled in any Master’s degree (including Laurea Magistrale) at one of VIU member universities who intend pursuing research for their Master’s thesis in topics related to the Globalization Program; or for advanced undergraduate students who are studying for a 4-year bachelor degree, who intend undertaking a final research thesis/project for credit.

			Successful applicants attend the semester of courses at VIU and compete for scholarships to support research internships abroad.


			



			Destinations include, among others:

			_ Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA, USA

			_ Duke University, Durham, NC, USA

			_ European University at St. Petersburg, Russia

			_ KU Leuven, Belgium

			_ Ludwig Maximilians Universität, Munich, Germany

			_ University of Bordeaux, France

			_ University of Exeter, United Kingdom

			_ University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

			_ Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel

			_ Tsinghua University, Beijing, China

			_ Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan


			


			
			2. Internships in Italy

			For bachelor’s and master’s students, including exchange students at Ca’ Foscari, Iuav, Padova and Tor Vergata who are attending the semester at VIU and who are interested in gaining practical experience and familiarity with working life and organizational dynamics of some of the most important research centers, companies and institutions whose activities are related to Globalization, Cultural Heritage and/or Sustainable Development, in Venice and throughout Italy.


			



			Host institutions include, among others:

			_ Peggy Guggenheim Collection (1st semester call only)

			_ Vela SpA – Events division – Carnival of Venice

			_ City of Venice – International Relations Office

			_ Fondazione Musei Civici

			_ UNESCO – Venice office

			_ Marsilio Editori, publishing company

			_ CNR – Italian National Research Council

			_ We are Here Venice – non-profit association

			_ Iveser – Venetian Institute of History of the Resistance and Contemporary Society

			_ Ocean Space

			_ Spazio Punch

			_ Centro studi classicA - Iuav

			_ Smart Venice

			
			



			Scholarships are awarded to selected students to contribute to the costs of international travel and accommodation.

			For further information: globalization@univiu.org


			


			
			3. Erasmus+ Mobility for Studies
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			Students of the Italian member universities can apply for Erasmus+ grants (through VIU) for studies at one of VIU’s EU member universities in the EU. Specific calls for application are issued for these opportunities. Priority is given to students who have already attended, or who plan to attend, a semester of courses in the Globalization Program at VIU. Applications are also sought from students wishing to pursue research for a thesis on topics related to Globalization, Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Development. In such cases, VIU will support the candidates in identifying a thesis tutor in the host university.


			


			
			In 2024–25 the following destinations will be available:

			_ European University at St. Petersburg

			_ KU Leuven

			_ Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			_ Université de Bordeaux

			_ University of Ljubljana


			


			
			For more information:

			erasmus@univiu.org

			
			VIULectures
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			The Globalization Program is intended to provide an impetus for original reflection on globalization within an international network that involves researchers, policy-makers, entrepreneurs, cultural institutions and regional institutions of the countries represented at Venice International University. Each semester VIU invites guest speakers to address topical themes at the Opening Ceremonies of the semesters and during the VIULECTURES series.

			
			Intensive Graduate Activities
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			VIU coordinates a series of Intensive Graduate Activities that serve to build and strengthen networks of researchers and professors on areas of common interest within the consortium. The activities may be addressed to students of varying levels, depending on the type of program: PhD Academy; Graduate Seminars, Summer School.

			For an updated list, please visit our website: https://www.univiu.org/index.php > Study

			
			VIU Community

			A virtual network of present and past students and professors is developed through the VIU Community platform: www.viucommunity.org. You can follow VIU on our Participate in the VIU Community via our social networks too:
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			Facebook: “VIU _ Venice International University” @VeniceInternationalUniversity

			https://www.facebook.com/VeniceInternationalUniversity
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			X: “VIU Community” @univiu

			https://x.com/univiu
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			Instagram:@univiu

			https://www.instagram.com/univiu

			
			


			
			[image: LinkedIn icon]

			LinkedIn:

			https://www.linkedin.com/school/veniceinternationaluniversity
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			YouTube: @univiu

			https://www.youtube.com/user/univiu

			
			


			
			[image: Flickr icon]

			Flickr: @UNIVIU

			https://www.flickr.com/photos/univiu

 	
  			VIU Campus
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			Classrooms and offices

			VIU academic and administrative offices are located in the main building near the entrance to the island, where there are also fully equipped classrooms and seminar rooms.

			
			Computer facilities and photocopying

			The VIU Card (available from Front Office) provides access to library, computer and photocopying facilities.

			The PC Room is open to all VIU professors and students, 24 hours a day. PCs are connected to the Internet and have the suite of Microsoft Office programs installed. There are also workstations for laptops and Wi-Fi is available.

			VIU also has a highly advanced Apple Mac Computer Lab for integrating digital technologies in the academic courses. The 3D modeling, visualization, and mapping technologies installed enable students to engage with questions of change over time and dynamic process in urban and rural environments. The programs available include 3D modeling using SketchUp, 3D acquisition using Photogrammetry, interactive mapping with Google Earth, Scalar, and the basics of arcGIS related to Google Earth.

			There are four photocopiers in the VIU main building (Library, zone 6, zone 7).

			
			Housing and dining

			There are residential halls with over 200 places on the island of San Servolo. There are also laundry facilities, a restaurant which is open every day for breakfast and lunch, and a bar.

			
			Libraries and Resources

			The VIU Library catalogue is online at: http://library.univiu.org

			The VIU Library is in the main building and the collection includes reference books, textbooks, dictionaries, reviews, magazines and a collection of DVDs. The Library is open for lending from Monday to Friday (check notice board for hours).

			Course materials are available through VIU e-learning platform: https://elearning.univiu.org, where professors upload materials, resources and assignments for their courses. Access is restricted to registered students.

			VIU students also have access to libraries and facilities in Venice. This guide includes a list of libraries in Venice including opening hours, location and resources available.

			
			Venice

			The location chosen for the program, Venice, offers to non-Venetian students the opportunity of temporarily living in a world heritage city, with a great concentration of art, architecture and history.

			Having been a great merchant city and a political myth, and, at the same time, a capital of humanism and a literary myth, it is the perfect placing for the school and its mission. But it is not only the signs of the past, which make Venice interesting for students and professors. The city is a living machine in a unique setting, based on water, which represents an alternative urban and social concept, embracing several islands in the lagoon, as well as the estuary and the mainland.

			The city offers the possibility of experiencing contemporary challenges of environmental and economic sustainability and the effects of global traveling, providing resources and fieldwork opportunities for various kinds of courses, considering also its role as administrative capital of the most dynamic industrial region of Italy, as the site of one of the most important World Film Festivals and as a growing center of international contemporary arts exhibitions.

			VIU also aims, through its activities and collaborations, to contribute to the cultural and political debate on this extraordinary metropolitan area.

 	
  			Courses

 	
 			Course List
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			Italy


			History of Venice – S2501

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films – S2502

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – S2503

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – S2504

			Monica Centanni & Giulia Zanon

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage

			

			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication – S2505

			Francesco Goglia

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage


			


			
			Gender Studies – S2506

			TBD

			

			


			
			Comparing East and West: Travel Writing in Medieval Culture – S2507

			Denis Renevey

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage

			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Multilingual City – S2508

			Francesco Goglia

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage


			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Globalization of Firms: Past, Present and Future – S2509

			Shinji Hasegawa

			Waseda University

			Course webpage


			



			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development – S2510

			Sara De Vido, Sara Dal Monico & Patricio Ignacio Barbirotto

			Università Ca’ Foscari di Venezia

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Environmental Management and Sustainable Development

			
			


			
			Globalization, Environment and Sustainable Development – S2511

			Ilda Mannino

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Sustainable Environmental Technologies – S2512

			Hadas Mamane Steindel

			Tel Aviv University

			Course webpage


			



			Multinational Companies and Sustainability – S2513

			Shinji Hasegawa

			Waseda University

			Course webpage


			



			Food Systems in Changing Environments – S2514

			Gadi Algazi

			Tel Aviv University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Navigating Wastewater: Opportunities and Challenges in Treatment, Management, Reuse, and Recovery – S2515

			Hadas Mamane Steindel

			Tel Aviv University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Information Literacy: Green or Greenwashing? – S2516

			Cary Moskovitz

			Duke University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Scientific Publishing in the 21st Century: Promises and Perils – S2517

			Cary Moskovitz

			Duke University

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Cities and Global Change

			
			


			
			Cities and Global Change: Urban Policy Analysis and Design – S2518

			Carlo Federico dall’Omo & Francesco Musco

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			From Venice to Shanghai: Cities in World History, 1500-2000 – S2519

			Yajun Mo

			Boston College

			Course webpage


			


			
			The Modern Girl Around the World: Women, the City, and Globalization in the Early Twentieth Century – S2520

			Yajun Mo

			Boston College

			Course webpage


			


			
			Inhabiting Urban Space and Sense of Place: The Heritage of 20th Century Neighborhoods in the Venice Metropolitan Area – S2521

			Claudia Faraone & Maria Chiara Tosi 

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common – S2522

			Paolo Moro & Paolo Sommaggio

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Environmental Humanities

			
			


			
			How Humanists explore Environments, Concepts, Methods and Interpretations – S2523

			Christof Mauch

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			



			The Anthropocene: Global Histories - Cultures – Politics (and Venice as an Anthropocene City) – S2524

			Christof Mauch

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			


			
			Colonial Landscapes: Premodern and Modern Transformations – S2525

			Gadi Algazi

			Tel Aviv University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Space and Environment in Late Medieval Literature – S2526

			Christiania Whitehead

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage

	
 			
 			History of Venice – S2501

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description

			Various things make Venice a place of interest: the fact that it was built on waters and marshy lands; the way its inhabitants shaped the Lagoon and managed the environment; the relationship with Byzantium and the East; the way it became the capital of a merchant empire; its role as a center of the printing industry, art production and Humanism; its development into a city of pleasure; the sudden loss of independence; the 19th Century cultural myth of its death; its rebirth with the Risorgimento of Italy; the creation of a new urban order, from the industrial port of Marghera to the beach resort at the Lido; the great social transformation of the 1950s-1970s, which produced a crisis of Greater Venice; the development into a “theme-park”; the way the city still presents an alternative notion of urban space.

			The course covers all of these themes through interactive lectures and wide use of multimedia sources (images, videos, music), attempting to provide a broad introduction to ways to look at the history of this place. Its structure will not be chronological, but thematic. The main focus will be on the relationship between the environmental setting, morphology of the city, social life, political institutions. Students will be exposed to an idea of history as social construction.

			The course will involve site visits (Ghetto, Ducal Palace, Mose and Industrial Port).

			Students are expected to contribute to class, through two short oral presentations, which can take the form of either an article review or research report, and a final research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Topics can range from Literature to Economics, from Law to Cinema. Past themes have included: Venice and the Fourth Crusade, Venetian Courtesans, Marco Polo, The Bostonians in Venice, Contemporary Arts in Venice, Venice and Mass Tourism, Contemporary Environmental Policies. Students will also be asked to act as discussants after one of the presentations by their peers. 

			In the presentations, group work mixing nationalities will be encouraged. Research papers must include bibliographical references and notes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance and in-class participation

			_ 10% discussion of one of the oral presentations by peers

			_ 20% first oral presentation in class

			_ 20% second oral presentation in class

			_ 40% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Part One (Week 1-4)
The Urban Form – A City Built on Water, Machine for Living

			
			1) Venice’s global image, stereotypes and replicas; Venice as a machine for living; history of cisterns; city setting (brackish water and muds); 

			2) ancient legendary narratives of foundation (Attila and 421); 

			3) modern historiographic narratives (Maritime Venice, Rivo Altus, Lombards and Byzantines); 

			4) more recent environmental narratives (arm wrestle between rivers and sea, Eraclea and Metamaucum, invention of the Lagoon); 

			5) building the city (maps, toponyms, songs); 

			6) urban maintenance and preservation (including: the city as work of art in progress)

			

			
			Part Two (Week 5-8)
Venice and Modernity – A City which Lived Violent Industrialization and Extreme “Post-Modern” Processes

			
			1) industrialization, futurism and port Marghera; 

			2) greater Venice, de-industrialization, green tree strategy; 

			3) high tide of 1966 and the rediscovery of the Lagoon; 

			4) sustainable Venice, climate change and MoSE (the mobile dams to protect Venice from the rising sea level); 

			5) privatization and liberalization, “Veniceland”, the tourist boom and its effects, residents’ resistance;

			6) international institutions (Biennale etc.), opportunities of Venice as a cosmopolitan city, capital of handcrafts and contemporary art

			

			
			Part Three (Week 9-12)
Historical Heritage – A Merchant Aristocratic Republic

			
			1) rise of Venetian trade and power (726-1204 the complex relation with Byzantium, from the first acclaimed doge to the fourth crusade); 

			2) expansion (1204-1453 rivalry with Genoese and Ottomans in the Mediterranean, conquest of the Terraferma); 

			3) “decline” (1453-1797 myths and realities, end of expansion in Terraferma, Ottoman take overs in the Mediterranean, Venetian pacifist diplomacy, plagues, conservatism, end of the Republic of Venice); 

			4) political system, carnival in Ancient Venice; 

			5) welfare, Church/State relations; 

			6) death and risorgimento of Venice (French, Austrian dominations, 1848 revolution)
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			Gianighian, G., and Pavanini, P. (2010). Venice: The Basics. Gambier Keller (80 pages). Introduction to urban Venice as a built environment by two Venetian architectural historians (Gianighian was professor of restoration at IUAV and at Shanghai Jiao Tong University and taught a course on UNESCO World Heritage Sites at VIU for several years).

			Ortalli, G., and Scarabello, G. (1999). A Short History of Venice. Pacini Editore (126 pages). The best very brief and reliable chronological synthesis of Venice as a city-state and power, widely available, by two scholars of Ca’ Foscari University.
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			Lane, F. (1973). Venice: A Maritime Republic. The Johns Hopkins University Press. The classic textbook on the History of Venice, which keeps being reprinted. Lane has been the most outstanding US economic and social historian on Venice (esp. Renaissance): very reliable and clear.

			Plant, M. (2003). Venice: Fragile City 1797-1997. Yale University Press (424 pages). This illustrated book encompasses politics, culture and architecture of the city after the fall of the Republic, using also Italian scholarly research. The author is Professor Emeritus in Art History in Melbourne, Australia.

			Bosworth, R. (2014). Italian Venice: A History. Yale University Press (329 pages). The history of Venice from the annexation to the present, told by an Australian political historian (famous for his works on Italian Fascism) from the University of Oxford. A more recent book, which roots narrative in visible elements of the urban environment (monuments, buildings, places), aware of Italian Historiographical works.

			Bevilacqua, P. (2009). Venice and the Water: A Model for Our Planet. Polar Bear & Co. (126 pages). A quick overview of the environmental practices in the history of the city, which anticipated contemporary “sustainability” and are assumed by the author as positive examples to address today’s global challenges. Bevilacqua is an Italian Social and Environmental Historian.

			We Are Here Venice (WAHV) (2020). Whose City Is It Anyway?. WAHV (43 pages). Rigorous analysis of the present situation of Venice in terms of Housing, Employment and Services under the pressure of over tourism. WAHV is a Third Sector Organisation (TSO), dedicated to the conservation of Venice as a living city, founded in 2015. see resource

			

 	
			
 			Italian Contemporary History in Films – S2502

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description


			The course introduces to modern Italian politics, society, and culture in a historical and comparative perspective – while exposing students to classics of Italian cinema. Discussions, lectures and presentations will revolve around eleven Italian fiction movies: Il Gattopardo (1963) by Luchino Visconti (based on Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa), Amarcord (1973) by Federico Fellini, Il Conformista (1970) by Bernardo Bertolucci (based on Alberto Moravia), Vincere (2009) by Marco Bellocchio, La Notte di San Lorenzo (1982) by Paolo e Vittorio Taviani, La Pelle (1981) by Liliana Cavani (based on Curzio Malaparte), Don Camillo (1952) by Julien Duvivier (based on Giovanni Guareschi), Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore (1972) by Lina Wertmueller, Tano da morire (1997) by Roberta Torre, Il Caimano (2006) by Nanni Moretti and Loro (2018) by Paolo Sorrentino.

			The idea is that films can be useful as a starting point for historical discourses, as documents of the time in which they were made, as historiographical texts on the period in which they are set and as historical agents, as they can be constantly reinterpreted and can influence culture in different successive moments. They can also be useful because they talk about individuals, daily life, family and personal relations; they involve a “mise-en-scene” which makes history much closer to life and oblige to discuss events and phenomena also at a micro level, bringing in themes related to gender, family, and collective psychology.

			The period covered by the course spans from 1796 to 2023, i.e. from the process of Nation-Building to the Present. Like Germany and unlike Spain, Italy is a new nation-state. The beginning of the process of unification can be traced back to the Napoleonic Age, which saw the diffusion of ideals of Liberalism, Democracy and Nationalism. The foundation of the new Kingdom (1861) was followed by attempts to forge a common identity in the context of a liberal but conservative State, which set the basis of the first industrialization. After the Great War, the peninsula saw the rise of the first Fascist Regime in Europe, as a result of an alliance between Mussolini, the Monarchy and the Catholic Church. The military defeat and the 1943-45 Civil War, paved the way for a Republic, characterized by a blocked political system with the Catholic Party in power and the largest Communist Party in the West on the opposition. In 1992-94 judges’ investigation and arrests of corrupt politicians contributed to a revolution in the party system, which founded the present political landscape. The course shall also deal with issues like: Church-State relations and the influence of Catholicism, origins and development of the Mafia, North-South divide, social transformations, emigration, and immigration, 1968 movements, economic miracle and development of the Made in Italy, controversies over Berlusconi. The general focus will be on the relationship between politics and society.

			Students are expected to contribute to class, discussing all movies, coordinating discussion of one, doing an oral presentation and writing a research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Research papers must include bibliographical references and footnotes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance

			_ 20% participation in film discussion

			_ 20% contribution leading the conversation

			_ 20% oral presentation in class

			_ 30% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The course will be divided into six units:


			


			
			1) The Unification and its aftermath 1796-1871 / Il Gattopardo (weeks 1-2)

			2) The Fascist Regime 1922-1939 / Amarcord, Il Conformista, Vincere (weeks 3-5)

			3) Fascism, War, Resistance, Liberation 1939-1945 / La Notte di San Lorenzo, La Pelle (weeks 5-7)

			4) Postwar and Cold War 1946-1952 / Don Camillo (weeks 7-8)

			5) Economic Miracle, Mafia, 1968 and the 1970s / Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore, Tano da morire (weeks 9-10)

			6) Postfordism and crisis of democracy 1980-2013 / Il Caimano, Loro (weeks 11-12)

			

			

			
			



			
			Bibliography


			Note: all books are available in the VIU Library.


			



			Cinema and history (methodology)

			Sorlin, P. (1980). The Film in History: Restaging the Past. Noble Books.


			



			Italian cinema (quick reference for all movies, like a dictionary)

			Bondanella, P.E. (2009). A History of Italian Cinema. Continuum.

			Lichtner, G. (2013). Fascism in Italian Cinema Since 1945: The Politics and Aesthetics of Memory. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Rocchio, V.F. (1999). Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism. University of Texas Press.

			Restivo, A. (2002). The Cinema of Economic Miracles: Visuality and Modernization in the Italian Art Film. Duke University Press.

			Reich, J. (2004). Beyond the Latin Lover: Marcello Mastroianni, Masculinity, and Italian Cinema. Indiana University Press.

			Cottino Jones, M. (2010). Women, Desire, and Power in Italian Cinema. Palgrave Macmillan.


			



			Italian history and culture (books with useful material for context of all the movies)

			Forgacs, D., and Lumley, R. (eds.) (1996). Italian Cultural Studies: An Introduction. Oxford University Press.

			Holmes, G. (ed.) (1997). The Illustrated Oxford History of Italy. Oxford University Press.


			



			Other readings will be suggested in class, depending on the interest of participants.

			

 	
			
 			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – S2503

			
			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			

						
			
			Quick links


			
			
					Beginner level
					Intermediate level
					Upper Intermediate level
			
			

			

			

			
			



			Beginner level

			(A1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is addressed to beginner students who have no knowledge of the Italian language. Although reading and writing will be important, significant emphasis in class will be placed on speaking and listening. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. At the end of the course, students will be able to communicate in most everyday situations, using basic vocabulary and grammar.

			
			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			



			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Definitive and indefinite articles

			_ Simple present tense (regular verbs, three conjugations –are –ere –ire)

			_ Irregular verbs: essere, avere, andare, fare, bere, rimanere, venire, uscire

			_ Verbs Dovere (to have to, must) Potere (can, to be able to) Volere (to want)

			_ Use of ci (there)

			_ Simple past (perfect tense)

			_ Possessive adjectives and pronouns

			_ Use of the verb Piacere (to like)

			_ Reflexive pronouns

			_ Introduction to direct object pronouns

			_ Use of the simple prepositions and prepositions with article

			_ Imperative

			_ Conjunctions e (and) ma (but) mentre (while) quando (when) perché (why, because)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Identification: name, nationality..., introducing oneself, personal habits

			_ Asking and answering information

			_ Offering something, inviting someone, accepting, refusing

			_ Situations: in class, at the bar, at the station, at the restaurant, in a store, a language school, in a hotel

			_ Talking about family, describing people and items, telling a brief story in the past tense

			_ Asking for explanations about words or linguistic questions

			_ Expressing preferences

			_ Expressing pleasure and displeasure

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Messages (listening to a message on an answering machine, to the radio)

			_ Interviews (radio, TV)

			_ Video (movies, TV)

			_ Advertisements

			_ Songs

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Timetables

			_ Menu

			_ Memorandum

			_ Post cards and letters to friends

			_ Diary

			_ Recipes

			_ Short biographies

			_ Short announcements

			_ Advertisements

			_ Comics

			_ Short instructions

			_ Catalogues

			_ Fieldtrip schedules or cultural programs

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			Readings concerning:

			_ Studying and learning a foreign language

			_ Everyday life situations

			_ Cities and means of transportation

			_ Space, forms, dimensions, quantity

			_ Time

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Filling in an enrolment form

			_ Writing a message

			_ Writing a post card

			_ Writing a diary page

			_ Writing an informal letter

			

			
			


			
			Reading

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			
			


			


			
			Intermediate level

			(B1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is a continuation of ‘Italian Beginners’. Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous course. This language course is designed so that students can practice their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does.

			During classes, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student. Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Class will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Review of simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Review of simple past

			_ Review of simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare + gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Telling stories and events in the past

			_ Describing weather

			_ Giving and asking for advice or instructions

			_ Describing situations, places and people

			_ Making a phone call

			_ Organizing a trip

			_ Asking permission

			_ Giving an opinion

			_ Making projects for the future

			_ Apologizing

			_ Making a proposal and inviting

			_ Accepting and refusing

			_ Complaining

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Weather report

			_ Songs

			_ Phone calls

			_ Videos

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing a letter to a friend or a relative

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Invitations

			_ Announcements

			_ Stories

			_ Short literature passages

			_ Tourist information

			_ Horoscopes

			_ Short newspaper articles

			_ How to write a letter of complaint

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Stories

			_ Phone calls

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Post cards

			_ Informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Stories

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			Reading

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			
			


			


			

			Upper Intermediate level

			(B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)

			
			


			
			This course is composed of classes dedicated to further developing such skills as: formulating opinions; making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material; narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes; reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences.

			Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous courses.

			This language course will allow students to reinforce their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. During classes, students will produce some written documents concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students). Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in more open-ended conversation. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			Review of:

			_ Simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Simple past

			_ Simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare+gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns (che, chi)

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			



			Introduction to:

			_ relative pronouns (cui)

			_ subjunctive (present, past)

			_ conditional (present, past)

			_ impersonal (si impersonale con verbi riflessivi)

			_ conditional clause (primo e secondo tipo)

			_ in-depth examination of prepositions

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Formulating opinions

			_ Making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material

			_ Narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes

			_ Reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Songs

			_ Videos and movies sequences

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing formal and informal letters

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Announcements

			_ Narrative passages

			_ Newspaper and magazine articles

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Tales

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			Formal and informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Tales

				_ Summarizing a narrative text

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			Reading

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani, Un giorno in Italia and Magari).

			
			
 	
			
 			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – S2504

					
			



			Monica Centanni

			Giulia Zanon

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			


			



			Course description

			The course guides the students in the acquaintance of major topics and protagonists of Venetian Renaissance. It examines the evolution and development of Venetian Art and Architecture from the late XV century to the beginning of the XVII century, focusing on a selection of issues, episodes and artists. Emphasis will be given to the rediscovery, use and interpretation of classical models of Roman and Greek tradition in all fields of Renaissance culture, examining the peculiar approach of Venetian culture to antiquity between Rome and Byzantium. Attention will also be given to the Renaissance interventions on the city and the lagoon environment and the inextricable relationship between politics, religion, art and architecture that produced the manifold languages through which Venetian Renaissance expressed itself.

			The course’s objectives are to provide methods to analyse Renaissance works of art in their form, meaning and visual symbolism; to relate artworks and buildings to their historical background and context; to understand artistic views and intentions; to be able to recognize the major social and historical forces which influenced Renaissance Art in Italy and in Venice through the analysis of Italian and Venetian intellectual, social, economic and political history; to build a “language of observation”: a proper visual vocabulary to adequately understand and describe artworks; to improve the critical approach to reading, talking and writing on Architecture and Art history.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			No specific previous knowledge is required. In-class lectures are given with the support of powerpoint slides, with allotted time for discussion, while on-site lectures involve visiting specific buildings and sites within Venice. Students are particularly encouraged to engage in discussion at the end of the lessons, with reference to their respective individual academic background.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 40% attendance and participation to lessons, visits, midterm assignment, and in-class discussion.

			_ 60% final written paper and presentation.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			Introduction: Venice and the Renaissance: Chronology and Historical Coordinates

			The image of Venice in 1500. Jacopo de Barbari’s View

			
			


			
			Week 2

			Venice and Myth of the Origins

			An underwater forest: Venetian building techniques

			
			


			
			Week 3

			The Palazzo in the Renaissance: from Palazzo Vendramin Calergi to Ca’ Corner

			On-site lecture: the Canal Grande

			
			


			
			Week 4

			Carpaccio, Bellini and painted architecture

			On-site lecture: Santa Maria Formosa and Santa Maria dei Miracoli

			
			


			
			Week 5

			The architectural Treatises: Vitruvio, Fra’ Giocondo, Serlio, Palladio

			On-site lecture: visit to Palazzo Grimani

			
			


			
			Midterm break

			
			


			
			Week 6

			From Gold to Blue: The Renaissance Revolution of Art

			On-site lecture: San Giorgio dei Greci, The Scuola degli Schiavoni, la Bragora

			
			


			
			Week 7

			Titian from the Venus of Dresden to the Ariadne of the Andrians

			On-site lecture: Visit to San Zaccaria and San Francesco della Vigna

			
			


			
			Week 8

			Scuole grandi: art and architecture of Renaissance charity

			On-site lecture: Visit to the Scuola Grande di San Marco and Santi Giovanni e Paolo

			
			


			
			Week 9

			Venice & Antiquity: from Rome to Byzantium to Athens

			On-site lecture: Visit to Palazzo Ducale

			
			


			
			Week 10

			Architects and engineers: Bridge-building in Venice from wood to stone.

			On-site lecture: The Rialto Bridge and Market

			
			


			
			Week 11

			From Rome to Venice: Jacopo Sansovino and the building of a new city

			On-site lecture: Piazza San Marco

			
			


			
			Week 12

			Andrea Palladio and Venice: a conflictual relationship

			On-site lecture: Giudecca: the Redentore Church and San Giorgio

			Andrea Palladio in Vicenza (Palladio Museum, Basilica, Teatro Olimpico)

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			
			For an overview of Italian Renaissance art

			Johnson, G. (2005). Renaissance Art: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press.

			
			


			
			For an overview of Venice Art and architecture

			Foscari, G. (2014). Elements of Venice (Foreword by R. Koolhaas). Lars Muller.

			
			


			
			On history of Venetian architecture

			Howard, D. (2017). THe Architectural History of Venice (Chapters 5 & 6, pp. 117-189; Glossary pp. 11-13). Yale University Press.

			
			


			
			On architecture of Renaissance Venice

			Tafuri, M. (1989). Venice and the Renaissance (J. Levine, Trans.). MIT Press. (Introduction and chapters 4, 5, & 7, pp. ix-xii, 81-138, 161-196; Figures and Glossary, pp. 281-283).

			
			


			
			On history of Venetian painting

			Humfrey, P. (1995). Painting in Renaissance Venice. Yale University Press.

			
			


			
			Reading assignments on specific topics and further suggested readings will be given during lessons.

			

 	
 			
			Intercultural Communication – S2505

			
			



			Francesco Goglia

			University of Exeter

			


			



			Course description

			This module will introduce students to the core concepts and topics of intercultural communication. In our increasingly globalized society, the ability to communicate across cultures is essential. This is evident in multinational corporations, cosmopolitan cities, and international educational institutions like VIU, which, while using English as medium of instruction, hosts students from numerous countries and cultural backgrounds. Navigating such culturally rich contexts demands the development of intercultural awareness and competence to ensure effective functioning. The module will equip students with an understanding of the principal theoretical frameworks and approaches that define the field. Through the course, students will explore key concepts including culture, identity, language, culture shock, acculturation, prejudice, othering, and both verbal and non-verbal communication, as well as the media representation of cultures. Moreover, students will engage in practical learning by collecting, analysing, and discussing their field data from specific intercultural settings. The diverse nationalities within our student body, combined with the unique Venetian context, will serve as invaluable resources. Students will have the opportunity to leverage their personal experiences of cross-cultural encounters to deepen their understanding of crucial concepts and contribute to class discussions. This module not only aims to build foundational knowledge in intercultural communication but also to foster a space where students can learn from each other’s experiences, thereby enhancing their intercultural competence and readiness to navigate our interconnected world.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			This module will provide students with an understanding of the key theoretical notions and concepts in Intercultural Communication as well as their relevance in multilingual and multicultural contexts, and in particular in academic environments. They will learn to examine and provide a critical discussion of the main components involved in intercultural encounters, especially those related to language. The module will also help students to develop strategies and practical solutions to handling intercultural encounters as well as the ability to engage with research on an individual topic.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The course will be taught through a combination of lectures, seminar discussion of weekly readings, assignments and small-group exercises. The lectures will introduce each topic. The seminars will include a series of student-led activities: presentations, students will take turns to lead discussion and organise small-group tasks. There will be one or two readings per week (around 20/30 pages). The module places considerable emphasis on collaborative forms of learning.

			_ All students will contribute to a Padlet wall “Intercultural Communication”, through which they will build up a shared portfolio of material (text extracts, photos, comments on a particular topic, students’ reports on cases of intercultural communication from their experience in their countries of origin and during their stay in Venice in interactions with Italians and flatmates from other countries.

			_ A discussion forum will allow students to ask any questions on the course or the readings.

			_ Students will be asked to discuss topics in small groups in advance of seminars and prepare seminar assignments together sometimes in the form of data collection or watching a video.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Individual Presentation (25% of the final mark) on case study of intercultural communication and a media representation (an advert, a situation comedy, a newspaper article, a movie, a poster, etc.) in week 8.

			_ Group Presentation (25% of the final mark) on the representation of a minority on newspaper articles cross-culturally in week 11.

			_ Essay, 2,000 words (50% of the final mark). The tutor will provide a list of questions; alternative questions may be possible, but only in consultation with the tutor. Students will be encouraged to collect data to analyse in their essay (interviews, photos, observations, recorded conversations, etc.). Students will be taught how to deal with ethical issue in data collection.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus


			_ Introduction to the Module: Challenges of Living in a Global Society

			_ Understanding Communication

			_ Language, Communication and Culture

			_ Language and Identity

			_ Verbal and Nonverbal Communication

			_ Ethnocentrism and Othering

			_ Immigration and Acculturation

			_ Popular Culture and Intercultural Communication

			_ Intercultural Communication in the Digital Sphere

			_ Decolonizing Communication

			_ Managing Intercultural Conflict

			_ Art and Intercultural Communication

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			
			Coulmas, F. (2005). Sociolinguistics. Cambridge University Press.

			Fasold, R. (1987). The Sociolinguistics of Society. Blackwell.

			Hickey, L., and Stewart, M. (eds.) (2005). Politeness in Europe. Multilingual Matters.

			Holliday, A., Kullman, J., and Hyde, M. (2010). Intercultural Communication: An Advanced Resource Book. Routledge.

			Hua, Z. (ed.) (2011). The Language and Intercultural Communication Reader. Routledge.

			Jackson, J. (2014). Introducing Language and Intercultural Communication. Routledge.

			Jandt, F.E. (2016). An Introduction to Intercultural Communication. Sage.

			Kádár, D., and Haugh, M. (2013). Understanding Politeness. Cambridge University Press.

			Lakoff, G., and Johnson, M. (1980). Metaphors We Live by. University of Chicago Press.

			Liu, S., Volcic, Z., and Gallois, C. (2014). Introducing Intercultural Communication. Sage.

			Martin, J., and Nakayama, T.K. (2003). Intercultural Communication in Contexts. Mayfield.

			Myers-Scotton, C. (2006). Multiple Voices: An Introduction to Bilingualism. Blackwell.

			Piller, I. (2011). Intercultural Communication: A Critical Introduction. Edinburgh University Press.

			Watts, R. (2003). Politeness. Cambridge University Press.

			Wierzbicka, A. (2003). Cross-Cultural Pragmatics: The Semantics of Human Interaction. Mouton de Gruyter.

			Wierzbicka, A. (1997). Understanding Cultures Through Their Key Words. Oxford University Press.

			

 	
 			
			Gender Studies – S2506

			

			
			



			
			TBD

			

 	
 			
 			Comparing East and West: Travel Writing in Medieval Culture – S2507


 			



 			Denis Renevey

			Université de Lausanne

 			

				
			



			Course description

			This seminar investigates how medieval people discovered and learnt about the wider world. Textual knowledge would be supplemented by reports from travellers who travelled to some of the very well described locations, such as Rome or Jerusalem, and beyond.

			The cult of saints and the veneration for the life of Christ led medieval pilgrims to travel long distances, to the Holy Land, Santiago, Rome and other local destinations where a saint was culted. The account of Felix Fabri’s pilgrimage to Jerusalem is a good case in point, not to mention of course Margery Kempe, who endlessly travelled all over Europe and the Holy Land to satisfy her need to venerate local saints and the holy family.

			But other travellers went even beyond the Holy Land to visit Egypt, India and China. Marco Polo (1254-1324) left Venice to travel to the court of the great Khan in Mongolia and later John Mandeville (+1372) went beyond the Holy Land, providing exaggerated and somewhat absurd descriptions of exotic countries, which contributed to the popularity of The Travels.

			But our investigation also considers the accounts of travellers from the East. In 922 AD, Ibn Fadlān encountered a party of Viking traders during his travels along the Volga river. His objective descriptions of Viking practices inform us about the encounter of Viking and Muslim cultures. Several centuries later, another Muslim traveller, Ibn Battutah, started his twenty-nine-year journey in 1325, one year after Marco Polo’s death. Despite travelling three times the distance of Marco Polo, Battutah remained within the confines of the Muslim world. His account is an eye-opener for medieval and modern readers about global and local Muslim culture in the fourteenth century. The seminar aims first to help us understand medieval views about travel and the discovery of the other. Second, it is hoped that it will also broaden our cultural horizons and help us profit from the vibrant, positive and enriching multi-cultural environments we are privileged to live in in this day and age.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Upon completing this course students should be able to:

			_ Read medieval travel writing in a critical way

			_ To learn to read and discuss theoretical texts linked to the course’s subject

			_ To be able to apply theoretical knowledge to primary material

			_ To think more globally about encountering other cultures and other values, and to develop ways of understanding the way in which construction of otherness are culturally dependent.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The method of instruction will consist in a variety of pedagogical approaches. The teacher will provide lectures of not more than 45 minutes for some of the first sessions. It will be followed by small group discussions and workshop activities, which will be concluded by brief informal presentations by the students. During sessions, we will also structure discussion around students’ own experiences about travel and the relationship between travel, writing and books. As travelers from different cultures, but with Venice as our common destination on that particular journey, we will compare how our own cultural background colors and shades our sense of space and place, using Venice as our starting point for discussion. Venice was the major port for pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem, so we will also explore textual, visual and architectural material that can provide us with more information about medieval Venice.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Students’ grades will be composed of three elements:

			_ A mid-term commentary of an extract of text (30%)

			_ Class participation (10%)

			_ Final essay (60%)

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			Introduction. Reading the Hereford Mappa Mundi. The Voyages of Ohthere and Wulfstan.

			
			


			
			Week 2

			Literal and spiritual travel: the Old English poem The Seafarer

			
			


			
			Week 3

			Ibn Fadlān and The Land of Darkness

			
			


			
			Week 4

			From Venice to the Far East. Marco Polo, The Travels

			
			


			
			Week 5

			From Venice to the Far East. Marco Polo, The Travels

			
			


			
			Week 6

			The Travels of Ibn Battutah

			
			


			
			Week 7

			The Travels of Ibn Battutah; in-class mid-term commentary

			
			


			
			Week 8

			The Book of Margery Kempe

			
			


			
			Week 9

			The Book of Margery Kempe

			
			


			
			Week 10

			The Travels of Sir John Mandeville

			
			


			
			Week 11

			The Travels of Sir John Mandeville

			
			


			
			Week 12

			The Book of the Wanderings of Brother Felix Fabri
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			Secondary Literature
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			Course description

			This module explores the city from a sociolinguistic perspective. Cities are loci of encounters of different beliefs, identities, heritages, behavioral norms, day-to-day rituals and linguistic practices. Because of globalization and international migration, cities are increasingly multilingual. This module will focus on both the original linguistic repertoire of cities (local languages) and the new linguistic diversity (immigrant and international languages). The encounters between these many languages and their speakers result in new linguistic practices and behaviors (both in face-to-face interaction and in all forms of mediated language use), new experiences with language, and multiple visual impacts on the physical environment.

			This module explores ways of describing and understanding the forms and consequences of urban multilingualism, focusing on major cities in Europe (e.g. London, Barcelona, Paris) and around the world (e.g. Melbourne, Singapore, Kolkata, Toronto). Students will learn how to investigate ways in which different patterns of language use impact on life in the contemporary city and reflect on multilingual cities they are familiar with as well as the case of Venice, a city in which both global, immigrant and local languages coexist.

			The module will introduce a number of inter-related themes, including some or all of the following: linguistic demography, historic multilingualism, cultural heritage, immigration and new multilingualism, globalization and international languages, official city language policies (how civic authorities and institutions try to regulate and/or promote the status and use of different languages), face to face language practices (how different multilingual speakers interact and make use of their linguistic repertoires), mediated language practices (how different linguistic resources are used to transcend local spaces and express multiple identities, e.g. through multilingual poster advertising and broadcasting), language, place and space (how linguistic practices contribute to the social constitution of space in the city),

			linguistic landscapes (the presence of languages in the physical fabric of the city), speakers’ language attitudes (how experiences with language and individual agencies contribute to use of languages in the city), non-mobile speakers who stay their entire lives in their cities, speakers who functionally “play” with languages and use them as commodities (e.g. business owners or workers in the tourism industry in Venice).

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			This module will provide students with an understanding of the key theoretical notions and concepts in Urban Multilingualism. Students will learn to examine and provide a critical discussion of the main outcomes of multilingualism in cities, compare and contrast practices and policies in different urban contexts, and analyses primary data (e.g. written texts, photos, interview transcripts). Having successfully completed this course, students will be able to: research individual topics on multilingualism in cities independently and contribute to online discussions and debates on a Padlet wall, engage in team work and exchange ideas with other students in small groups, plan and prepare individual and joint seminar presentations and other group activities.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The course will be taught through a combination of lectures and seminars. The lectures will introduce each topic. The seminars will include a series of student-led activities: presentations, students will take turns to lead discussion and organize small-group tasks. There will be one or two readings per week (around 20/30 pages).

			There will also be fieldtrips in Venice to teach students data collection techniques for the study of urban multilingualism.

			The module places considerable emphasis on collaborative forms of learning:

			_ All students will contribute to a Padlet wall “Multilingual Cities”, through which they will build up a shared portfolio of material (text extracts, photos, comments on a particular topic, sound recordings, video clips, students’ reflections on their sense of belonging to their city of origin and Venice, etc.)

			_ A discussion forum will allow students to ask any questions on the course or the readings.

			_ Students will be asked to discuss topics in small groups in advance of seminars and prepare seminar assignments together sometimes in the form of data collection (investigate the linguistic landscape of a particular area of Venice, or observe language practices in the city).

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Individual Presentation (25% of the final mark) on a language in a chosen city in week 8.

			_ Group Presentation (25% of the final mark) on a chosen city in week 11.

			_ Essay (2,000 words) (50% of the final mark). The tutor will provide a list of questions; alternative questions may be possible, but only in consultation with the tutor. Students will be encouraged to collect data to analyze in their essay (interviews, photos, observations, recorded conversations, etc.). Students will be taught how to deal with ethical issue in data collection.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			_ The Multilingual City: An Introduction

			_ Languages in the City: Old and New Multilingualism

			_ Language and Dialect

			_ Linguistic Repertoires and Domains of language use

			_ Diglossia and bilingualism

			_ Language maintenance and language shift (immigration context)

			_ Language maintenance and language shift (historic minorities)

			_ Language endangerment, death and revitalization

			_ Linguistic Demography - Census Data

			_ Language policy and Language Planning

			_ Urban linguistic landscape

			_ Language and identity

			_ Speakers’ attitudes

			_ Cultural Heritage

			_ Veneto dialect in today’s Venice
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			Course description

			Traditionally, foreign markets were destinations for firms exporting domestically produced goods or sourcing raw materials. However, modern businesses often produce goods abroad, deliver local services, and conduct research and development in multiple countries, reflecting the era of business globalization. The role of foreign markets has transformed significantly, as firms now navigate complex global supply chains and increasingly blurred national borders.

			Global business has a long history of overcoming boundaries – whether geographic, cultural, or institutional. Historical examples such as the trade networks of the Roman Empire, the expansive commercial zones of the Mongol Empire, and the trading rules of the Hanseatic League demonstrate how ingenuity in crossing boundaries has driven prosperity. Since the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution, advancements in transportation and communication technologies, and the development of ICT have enabled firms to globalize their operations. These advancements have significantly altered the role of national borders in business activities.

			The 21st century has introduced new challenges such as geopolitical risks, pandemics, and anti-globalization movements, creating fresh boundaries and divisions. These emerging barriers intersect with pressing global issues such as sustainability and the realization of circular economies through the use of regional resources, compelling multinational firms to adopt innovative strategies.

			As firms globalize their activities and organizations across national borders, challenges emerge that cannot be fully addressed by traditional academic fields like economics and business administration, which assume companies operate within national boundaries. Global business has therefore evolved as an interdisciplinary field, drawing on knowledge from business administration, economics, politics, sociology, and psychology to address the complex issues unique to globalization.

			This course introduces key concepts and definitions essential for understanding firm globalization, including multinational companies and foreign direct investment (FDI). Students will explore the historical evolution of firm globalization, from ancient trade networks to modern global supply chains, assess current trends, and analyze potential future developments. Theoretical frameworks such as the market-power approach, product cycle model, transaction cost economics, and the eclectic paradigm will be employed to understand how firms globalize and the principles underlying their efficiency and societal benefits.

			The course also addresses how firms organize and manage global business activities, focusing on ethical considerations and human rights. Topics include market entry strategies, global organizational structures, supply chain responsibility, technology transfer, diversity and inclusive management, and codes of conduct for multinational corporations. Case studies from resource, manufacturing, and service industries will illustrate sector-specific dynamics in global business.

			Finally, the course explores the broader implications of firm globalization, such as its effects on home and host economies, workers, global cities, and socio-economic inequalities. Contemporary issues such as global supply chain disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the impact of geopolitical risks, tensions between different forms of capitalism, and conflicts between globalization end anti-globalization will also be discussed.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			By the end of this course, students will:

			_ Develop the ability to analyze how changes in environmental factors influence firm globalization.

			_ Gain theoretical and empirical insights into the behavior and development of international business, particularly focusing on Japanese firms operating abroad and foreign firms in Japan.

			_ Understand the principles guiding global business organization and management, addressing essential cross-border challenges.

			_ Enhance logical and empirical problem-solving skills related to global business dynamics.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Each class includes a 50-minute lecture followed by a 40-minute group discussion. In the second half of the course, students will give individual presentations on lecture topics.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Class participation: 20%

			_ Group and individual presentations: 50%

			_ Final report: 30%

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			What is Global Business?

			Definition and scope of global business

			Key characteristics of globalization in business

			
			


			
			History of Global Business

			Origin of global business: ancient trade networks, empires, and early multinational practices

			Evolution of global business: from the Industrial Revolution to the modern digital economy

			
			


			
			Why Business Crosses Boundaries: Theoretical Frameworks

			Market power approach

			Product cycle model

			Oligopolistic reaction model

			Transaction costs economics and internalization

			Eclectic paradigm

			
			


			
			How Business Crosses Boundaries

			Strategic response to global environment

			Organizational response in global business

			
			


			
			Global Business and Nation-States

			Sovereignty at bay or storm over the multinationals

			Interactions between MNCs and governments

			
			


			
			Global Business and Ethics

			Human rights and social justice

			Diversity management and inclusive practices

			
			


			
			New Boundaries and Global Business in the 21st Century

			Growing geopolitical risks

			Diversity of capitalism systems

			Tensions between globalization and anti-globalization movements

			
			


			
			Pandemics and Global Business

			Impact of COVID-19 on global business

			Lessons for resilience and sustainability in global operations
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			Course description

			After providing a brief overview of some traditional notions of international law, such as State and “international community, the course will then delve into the analysis of the human rights system both at the international (UN) and regional level (European Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the African Court of Human Rights, along with UN treaty bodies - Human Rights Committee, for example).

			The second part of the course will focus on different topics (others might be added according to the students’ interest): “democracy and human rights”; “business, ethics and human rights”, dealing with the activity of transnational corporations and their alleged violations of human rights especially in least developed countries; “human rights, global health and health emergencies”, analyzing both the effects of the crises on human rights and the response to the crises on human rights; “reproductive rights”; “environmental human rights” (in particular the affirmation of the right of human and non-human beings to a healthy environment); “human rights in times of armed conflicts” (what are the rules of an armed conflict and how individuals’ human rights are protected); “international dispute resolution in challenging times”, dealing with dispute resolution at various levels and between different subjects, such as individuals v foreign States.

			The course will also equip the students with the skills to “simulate” and enact a procedure in front of one of the analyzed jurisdictions, filing a mock complaint and preparing a memoire to support the case.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The course will include lectures, seminars and the projection of documentaries (if possible). During the seminars the students are invited to prepare the readings related to the topic (readings can be documents, judgments, short papers). The purpose is to discuss the topic during an open debate once a week or once every two weeks.

			Interaction is highly encouraged. Students are invited to propose issues that have been raised in their country of origin.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10 % participation during seminars (debate, analysis of the documents, etc.).

			_ 10% participation to the Venice Model European Union.

			_ 35% Mid-term assessment: a blog post (around 1000 words) on a specific topic at their choice, related to the ones analyzed in class. The topic must be notified to the professor, who will assess the compatibility with the course.

			_ 45% Final assessment: Moot Court which will take place during exam week and a brief statement in preparation for the Moot Court (around 2000 words).

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Stone, C.D. (1972). Should Trees Have Standing? Towards Legal Rights for Natural Objects. see resource

			Council of Europe (2017). Women’s Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in Europe (pp. 47-57). see resource

			Desierto, D. (2024). International Legal Protection for Mothers Experiencing Global Crises and Natural Disasters. see resource

			De Vido, S. (forthcoming). Sea Level Rise as a Form of Gendered Climate Violence: International Legal Implications for Migration.

			Barbirotto, P.I. (2023). The Slow Effects of the War in Ukraine and International Law. see resource

			Dal Monico, S. (2024). A New Horizon in Biopiracy Trends? Preliminary Considerations on Digital Sequence Information on Genetic Resources. see resource
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			Course description

			Globalization, in particular economic globalization, has important impacts on the environment that have to be considered in order to achieve sustainable development.

			The course aims at introducing the students to sustainable development concept in relation to globalization, with a special focus on environmental aspects. Environmental issues have gained center-stage in economic analysis and policy-making and their urgency has opened new opportunities in terms of technological innovation and entrepreneurship.

			Through an interdisciplinary perspective, the course will provide students with competences and instruments for the understanding and analysis of sustainability issues and for the development of solutions oriented towards the promotion of sustainable development processes both at a local, national and international level. The last part of the course will be devoted to engaging the students in designing projects to promote sustainable development in Venice, allowing to put in practice what has been learnt during the course.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			The course focuses on environmental issues in a globalized contest within the framework of sustainable development. For this purpose, the course will cover different themes, starting from the introduction of the concepts of sustainable development and globalization in relation to the environment, exploring then the new concept of Green and Circular Economy, going into depth on climate change and energy issue.

			_ Theme I – Sustainable development concept

			_ Theme II – Sustainable development in practice: SDG12

			_ Theme III – Globalization and the environment: the challenge of climate change (SDG13)

			_ Theme IV – Practice sustainable development

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The overall structure of the course and its thematic organisation have been developed by Ilda Mannino (TEN Program – Venice International University) in collaboration with Ignazio Musu (Ca’ Foscari University, TEN Program – Venice International University). Ilda Mannino is also coordinator of the course.

			The course is organized around different thematic areas taught by Ilda Mannino and Ignazio Musu.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Students will be expected to do the required readings and to attend class regularly. Attendance is compulsory for all students. Required readings will be designated on a weekly basis according to the themes listed in the course outline. Students will be also encouraged to find additional material for their final project by searching the Internet and accessing suggested websites.

			Field trips and seminars related to the course can be arranged.

			_ Module Essays. There will be a short essay requested to each student for each module – 55% of the final grade.

			_ Final project. There will be a group research project to develop, to present in a written group report and through an oral presentation in class – 35% of the final grade.

			_ Class participation. Overall class participation, in terms of both attendance and interaction, will count for 10% of the final grade.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Week 0

			
			Orientation

			Thursday, February 20 – Opening Ceremony

			

			
			Week 1

			
			Theme I – Introduction to the Sustainable Development Concept part 1

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program, Venice International University)

			Required readings

			Common, M., and Stagl, S. (2005). Ecological Economics (Chapter 4). Cambridge University Press.

			United Nations (1992). Rio Declaration.


			
			


			
			Introduction to the Sustainable Development Concept part 2

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			Required readings

			Common, M., and Stagl, S. (2005). Ecological Economics (Chapter 10: 10.1 and 10.4). Cambridge University Press.

			United Nations (1992). Rio Declaration


			

			
			Week 2

			
			Development of the SD concept: Rio 92 and the Rio Declaration

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			


			
			The Millennium Development Goals and Johannesburg Summit

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Millennium Development Goals. https://www.undp.org/tag/millennium-development-goals

			Millennium Development Goals Reports. https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/reports.shtml

			The Millennium Declaration. https://www.un.org/en/development/devagenda/millennium.shtml

			SDSN Launches the Europe Sustainable Development Report 2025. https://www.unsdsn.org

			United Nations (2012), The Future We Want. see resource

			To be read before the next class

			https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals

			Required readings

			Choose one SDG for the discussion discuss in class

			

			

			
			Week 3

			
			Rio+20 and the SDGs

			Required readings

			Reid, A. J. et al. (2017). “Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals Still Neglecting Their Environmental Roots in the Anthropocene”. Environmental Science and Policy, 77, 179-184. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2017.08.006

			Lomborg, B. (2017). The Mis-Measure of Development. Cambridge University Press.

			Latouche, S. (2003). “Sustainable Development as a Paradox”. Symposium Baltic Sea 2003.


			
			


			
			SDGs in depth: presentations by the students

			Required readings

			Naidoo, R., and Fisher, B. (2020). “Sustainable Development Goals: Pandemic Reset”. Nature, 583, 178-180. https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-020-01999-x

			Strand, R. et al. (2021). “Growth Without Economic Growth”. EEA Brief.


			

			
			Week 4

			
			SDGs in depth: presentations by the students – part II

			
			Required readings

			Robra, B., and Heikkurinen, P. (2019). “Degrowth and the Sustainable Development Goals”. Encyclopedia of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

			Suggested readings

			Font Vivanco D. et al. (2016). “The Foundations of the Environmental Rebound Effect and Its Contribution Towards a General Framework”. Ecological Economics, 125, 60-69.

			

			
			


			
			Strengths and Weaknesses of SDGs and alternative views

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Steffen, W. et al. (2015). “Planetary Boundaries: Guiding Human Development on a Changing Planet”. Science, 347(6223). https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1259855

			Naidoo, R., and Fisher, B. (2020). “Sustainable Development Goals: Pandemic Reset”. Nature, 583, 178-180. https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-020-01999-x

			Rockström, J. (2023). Planetary Boundaries: Scientific Advances. Frontiers Forum Live. watch video

			Suggested readings

			Latouche, S. (2003). “Sustainable Development as a Paradox”. Symposium Baltic Sea 2003.

			

			

			
			Week 5

			
			Theme II – SDGs and the environment: the challenge of climate change (SDG13), energy transitions (SDG7) and biodiversity (SDG 14 & 15)

			Economic globalization and the Environment I

			Prof. Ignazio Musu (Ca’ Foscari University and TEN Program, Venice International University)

			Required readings

			Harris, J., and Roach, B. (2023). Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (5th ed., Chapters 2, 3, 8). Routledge.


			
			


			
			Economic globalization and the Environment II

			Prof. Ignazio Musu (Ca’ Foscari University and TEN Program, Venice International University)

			Required readings

			Harris, J., and Roach, B. (2023). Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (5th ed., Chapter 11). Routledge.

			Yergin, D. (2022). The New Map. Penguin Books.


			

			
			Week 6

			
			Economic globalization and the Environment III: Scenarios of Climate Change

			Prof. Ignazio Musu (Ca’ Foscari University and TEN Program, Venice International University)

			Required readings

			Stern, N. (2015). Why Are We Waiting? (Chapters 7-9). MIT Press.

			International Energy Agency (2023). World Energy Outlook.


			
			


			
			Economic globalization and the Environment IV: Dealing with the energy crisis and climate change

			Prof. Ignazio Musu (Ca’ Foscari University and TEN Program, Venice International University)

			Suggested readings

			Nordhaus, W. (2012). The Spirit of Green (Chapters 22-23). Princeton University Press.

			Harris, J., and Roach, B. (2023). Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (5th ed., Chapters 12-13). Routledge.


			

			
			Week 7

			
			Theme III – SDGs and the environment: sustainable consumption and production (SDG12)

			Focus on SDGs 12: Introduction to Green Economy Concept and Ideas

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Lifset, R., and Graedel, T. E. (2002). “Industrial Ecology: Goals and Definitions”. Ayres, R.U., and Ayres, L. (eds.), A Handbook of Industrial Ecology (pp. XX-XX). Edward Elgar.

			Georgeson, L., Maslin, M., and Poessinouw, M. (2017). “The Global Green Economy: A Review of Concepts, Definitions, Measurement Methodologies, and Their Interactions”. Geography and Environment, 4(1), e00036. https://doi.org/10.1002/geo2.36

			Suggested readings

			Font Vivanco D. et al. (2016). “The Foundations of the Environmental Rebound Effect and Its Contribution Towards a General Framework”. Ecological Economics, 125, 60-69.

			

			
			


			
			Focus on SDGs 12: Implementing the Life Cycle Thinking: Eco-design and LCA

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Rebitzer, G. et al. (2004). “Life Cycle Assessment Part 1: Framework, Goal and Scope Definition, Inventory Analysis, and Applications”. Environment International, 30, 701-720. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2003.11.005

			Science Direct (2017). Life Cycle Assessment Papers Abstracts.

			Suggested readings

			Wen, Z. et al. (2021). “China’s Plastic Import Ban Increases Prospects of Environmental Impact Mitigation of Plastic Waste Trade Flow Worldwide”. Nat Commun, 12, 425. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-20741-9

			

			

			
			Week 8

			
			Focus on SDGs 12: Drivers for Greening the industry

			Dr Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			Required readings

			Lifset, R. (1993). “Take It Back: Extended Producer Responsibility as a Form of Incentive-Based Environmental Policy”. Journal of Resource Management and Technology, 21(4), 232-244.

			Jackson, T. (2005). “Live Better by Consuming Less? Is There a ‘Double Dividend’ in Sustainable Consumption?”. Journal of Industrial Ecology, 9(1-2), 10-19. https://doi.org/10.1162/1088198054084734


			
			


			
			Focus on SDGs 12: Green Economy Drivers: Sustainable Consumption

			
			Required readings

			Lifset, R. (2005). “Moving from Products to Services”. Journal of Industrial Ecology, 4(1), 39-45. https://doi.org/10.1162/108819800569195

			Geissdoerfer, M. et al. (2017). “The Circular Economy: A New Sustainability Paradigm?”. Journal of Cleaner Production, 143, 757-768. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.12.048

			Lamberton, C. (2016). “Collaborative Consumption: A Goal-Based Framework”. Current Opinion in Psychology, 10, 55-59. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.copsyc.2016.01.007

			Suggested readings

			Guldmann, E. (2016). Best Practice Examples of Circular Business Model. The Danish Environmental Protection Agency. see resource

			

			


			


			
			MID-TERM BREAK APRIL 21-25

						
			Week 9

			
			Theme IV – Sustainability in practice: Venice case study

			Introduction to the Group Project

			


			


			
			NATIONAL HOLIDAY

						
			Week 10

			
			Definition of Sustainability Issues in Venice: Work in class

			Choose and analyse the challenge to tackle: Work in class

			Analyse the challenge to tackle and develop the HMW question: Work in class

			

			
			Week 11

			
			Idea generation for solutions: Work in class

			Ideation to define the solution: Work in class

			

			
			Week 12

			
			Developing and testing the solutions through a pilot: Work in class

			Developing and testing the solutions through a pilot: Work in class

			Submission group project report due by Sunday May 25

			

			
			Week 13

			
			Exams

			Presentation of Students’ group project

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			
			Common, M., and Stagl, S. (2005). Ecological Economics (Chapter 4). Cambridge University Press.

			Geissdoerfer, M. et al. (2017). “The Circular Economy: A New Sustainability Paradigm?”. Journal of Cleaner Production, 143, 757-768. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.12.048

			Georgeson, L., Maslin, M., and Poessinouw, M. (2017). “The Global Green Economy: A Review of Concepts, Definitions, Measurement Methodologies, and Their Interactions”. Geography and Environment, 4(1), e00036. https://doi.org/10.1002/geo2.36

			Harris, J., and Roach, B. (2023). Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (5th ed., Chapter 11). Routledge.

			International Energy Agency (2023). World Energy Outlook.

			Jackson, T. (2005). “Live Better by Consuming Less? Is There a ‘Double Dividend’ in Sustainable Consumption?”. Journal of Industrial Ecology, 9(1-2), 10-19. https://doi.org/10.1162/1088198054084734

			Lamberton, C. (2016). “Collaborative Consumption: A Goal-Based Framework”. Current Opinion in Psychology, 10, 55-59. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.copsyc.2016.01.007

			Latouche, S. (2003). “Sustainable Development as a Paradox”. Symposium Baltic Sea 2003.

			Lifset, R. (1993). “Take It Back: Extended Producer Responsibility as a Form of Incentive-Based Environmental Policy”. Journal of Resource Management and Technology, 21(4), 232-244.

			Lifset, R. (2005). “Moving from Products to Services”. Journal of Industrial Ecology, 4(1), 39-45. https://doi.org/10.1162/108819800569195
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			Lomborg, B. (2017). The Mis-Measure of Development. Cambridge University Press.

			Naidoo, R., and Fisher, B. (2020). “Sustainable Development Goals: Pandemic Reset”. Nature, 583, 178-180. https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-020-01999-x
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			Robra, B., and Heikkurinen, P. (2019). “Degrowth and the Sustainable Development Goals”. Encyclopedia of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

			Rockström, J. (2023). Planetary Boundaries: Scientific Advances. Frontiers Forum Live. watch video

			Science Direct (2017). Life Cycle Assessment Papers Abstracts.

			Steffen, W. et al. (2015). “Planetary Boundaries: Guiding Human Development on a Changing Planet”. Science, 347(6223). https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1259855

			Stern, N. (2015). Why Are We Waiting? (Chapters 7-9). MIT Press.

			Strand, R. et al. (2021). “Growth Without Economic Growth”. EEA Brief.

			United Nations (1992). Rio Declaration.

			Yergin, D. (2022). The New Map. Penguin Books.
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			Course description

			In the course “Sustainable Environmental Technologies”, we embark on an exploration of the realm of

			engineered technological solutions designed to address and mitigate pressing global issues that threaten our earth. Our world is at a pivotal juncture where the priorities of mitigating climate change, conserving finite resources, and ensuring food security assume unprecedented importance. This comprehensive course functions as an illuminating source of knowledge and a crucible for innovative thought, elucidating the underlying principles, strategic methodologies, and practical applications of sustainable technologies that possess the potential to fundamentally reshape the trajectory of our planet.

			At its core, this course champions the confidence that technology, when used responsibly and ethically, can be a force for societal good. It not only equips us to confront environmental challenges that have reached critical thresholds but also empowers us to proactively envision and forge a sustainable, just, and equitable future. Our journey commences with the foundations of sustainable technologies, recognizing their profound interconnection with the primary concept of sustainable development.

			As you progress through this course, you comprehend the pivotal role technology assumes in propelling humanity toward a more sustainable future. Through immersive and experiential learning, we will excavate the core principles underpinning green technologies, decode the nuanced intricacies of developing sustainable water and wastewater systems, and unlock the transformative potential of renewable energy technologies. Collectively, we will navigate the promising landscape of bioenergy and solar energy, appreciating their relevance not solely as alternative energy sources but as indispensable components of a more resilient and sustainable energy matrix.

			In an era of interconnectivity, data has emerged as the ubiquitous currency of insight and action. Acknowledging this paradigm shift, we will discuss the instrumental role of sensors, monitoring systems, and data science in pursuing sustainable design. This course transcends academic boundaries; it serves as an impassioned call to active engagement in shaping the future we envision. Our collective voyage will not only equip you with a profound understanding of sustainable technologies but also empower you to use this knowledge as an instrument for effecting meaningful change. We invite you to join us in this journey to unlock the potential inherent in Sustainable Environmental Technologies.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Understand the necessity of technology in sustainable development.

			_ Acquire knowledge of existing sustainable technologies and their practical applications.

			_ Analyze current situations to identify optimal and suitable technological solutions.

			Identify innovative approaches for promoting sustainable technologies, drawing insights from real-world

			experiences.

			_ Communicate effectively in the language of technology and engineering, even for non-engineers.

			_ Comprehend the components of technological design, their requirements, advantages, and disadvantages.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Attendance 15%. Regular attendance is crucial, with a minimum requirement of 85% attendance. Medical absences require prior notification and medical proof.

			_ Work Assignment 75%: Presentation (35%): Each student group will present their technological project in class. Active Class Participation (5%): Active engagement during class discussions and activities.

			_ Written Project 35%. Submission of a comprehensive report on the technological project.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			
			All reading materials will be in English and provided during the course. Examples of publications to read during the course:

			Poore, J., and Nemecek, T. (2018). “Reducing Food’s Environmental Impacts Through Producers and Consumers”. Science, 360(6392), 987-992. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aaq0216

			Fawzy, S. et al. (2020). “Strategies for Mitigation of Climate Change: A Review”. Environmental Chemistry Letters, 18(6), 2069-2094. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10311-020-01059-w
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			Course description

			This course examines the global business activities of multinational companies (MNCs) through the lens of sustainability. It explores how MNCs leverage their resources, global reach, and technological innovation to address critical sustainability challenges, such as poverty alleviation, global supply chain restructuring, equity in human resource management, and environmental protection. The course highlights MNCs’ potential to contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by balancing global strategies with local needs.

			The course is structured into three components:

			Historical Evolution of MNCs and Sustainability

			This section traces the trajectory of MNCs’ sustainability efforts. It explores the shift from profit-driven approaches to integrated strategies addressing environmental, social, and economic dimensions. Topics include the emergence of corporate social responsibility (CSR), the “triple bottom line” framework, and the evolution of MNCs’ roles in achieving SDGs.

			MNC Business Models for Sustainability

			Traditionally seen as a cost, sustainability is reframed as a driver of business innovation and value creation. Students will examine strategies for integrating sustainability into operations, including circular economy models, carbon neutrality, gender diversity, and technology transfer. The concept of “terroir” is introduced as a localized approach to leveraging natural, cultural, and social resources for sustainable solutions.

			Integrating Sustainability into Core Business

			This section examines how MNCs incorporate sustainability into their core activities. Topics include Base of the Pyramid (BoP) models, managing trade-offs and synergies among SDGs, and addressing international spillovers. Students will explore mechanisms for aligning global frameworks with region-specific challenges and examine case studies showcasing successful regional adaptation and global scaling. Case studies also illustrate synergies and trade-offs among sustainability goals/targets, exploring the underlying mechanisms that give rise to conflicts among sustainability goals/targets and investigating potential solutions, such as balancing climate action with economic growth. Emerging frameworks like Creating Shared Value (CSV) and SDG management will also be discussed, alongside contemporary issues like COVID-19 impacts and geopolitical tensions.

			Throughout the course, real-world case studies, group discussions, and interactive discussions will help students critically assess MNCs’ roles in advancing sustainability.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			This course aims to enable students to achieve the following:

			_ Develop a comprehensive understanding of how MNCs can contribute to achieving the SDGs and address complex sustainability challenges.

			_ Acquire the ability to evaluate MNC strategies and analyze their impact on global issues such as poverty, climate change, gender equality, and human rights.

			_ Gain practical knowledge of circular economy models and localized SDG approaches.

			_ Build skills to analyze global-local dynamics and propose innovative, context-specific solutions to sustainability challenges.

			This knowledge will prepare students to navigate sustainability issues effectively as future policymakers, business leaders, employees, or informed consumers.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Each class includes a 50-minute lecture and a 40-minute group discussion. Students will also deliver individual presentations in the latter half of the course.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Participation (20%)

			_ Group and individual presentations (50%)

			_ Final report (30%)

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Introduction: Multinational Companies and Sustainability

			Content: Overview of the course. Introduction to the relationship between MNCs and sustainability, focusing on the core concepts of sustainability (economic, environmental, and social demensions).

			Activity: Group discussion on contemporary sustainability challenges.

			
			


			
			Historical Development of MNCs and CSR

			Content: The historical background of MNCs and the emergence of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). Introduction to the “triple bottom line” and its relevance to SDGs.

			Activity: Case study analysis on CSR and the triple bottom line.

			
			


			
			SDGs Overview and MNC Roles

			Content: Overview of the 17 SDGs and the specific contributions of MNCs to these goals.

			Activity: Group work on specific SDG targets addressed by MNCs, such as poverty reduction and gender equality.

			
			


			
			Business Models for Sustainability in MNCs

			Content: Exploration of how sustainability has evolved from being a perceived cost to a driver of innovation and value creation.

			Activity: Discussion on innovative sustainability strategies employed by MNCs.

			
			


			
			Circular Economy and MNCs

			Content: Fundamentals of the circular economy, implementation methods, and the role of MNCs in promoting sustainable resource use.

			Activity: Case study analysis of successful circular economy initiatives.

			
			


			
			The “Terroir” Concept and Local Adaptation

			Content: Introduction to the “terroir” concept, emphasizing the use of natural, cultural, and social resources for sustainability. Discussion of MNC strategies for regional adaptation.

			Activity: Analysis of region-specific business models through case studies.

			
			


			
			BoP Models and Sustainability

			Content: Overview of the Base of the Pyramid (BoP) model and its application in addressing sustainability challenges through inclusive business strategies.

			Activity: Comparative analysis of successful and unsuccessful BoP initiatives.

			
			


			
			Trade-Offs and Synergies Among SDGs

			Content: Examination of the interactions among SDGs, focusing on trade-offs and synergies. Examples include balancing economic growth with environmental protection.

			Activity: Group proposals for managing trade-offs and enhancing synergies.

			
			


			
			Managing International Spillovers

			Content: Analysis of international spillover effects and how MNCs can minimize negative impacts while maximizing positive ones, such as supply chain transparency and ethical sourcing.

			Activity: Case study on managing spillover effects in global supply chains.

			
			


			
			Addressing COVID-19 and Geopolitical Risks

			Content: Analysis of how the pandemic and geopolitical tensions impact MNC sustainability strategies.

			Activity: Group work on developing post-pandemic sustainability strategies.

			
			


			
			New Frameworks for Sustainability

			Content: Introduction to frameworks like Creating Shared Value (CSV) and SDG management. Discussion on their application to MNC strategies.

			Activity: Development of practical sustainability strategies using these frameworks.

			
			


			
			Conclusion: The Future of Sustainable MNC Strategies

			Content: Summary of the course. Reflection on the future roles of MNCs in achieving SDGs.

			Activity: Student presentations proposing sustainability strategies for MNCs.

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography
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			Course description

			This course should offer participants an occasion to move from a typically modern concern with the consumption of food – its taste and presentation, structures of diet and dining rituals – to the ways in which food systems are embedded in changing environments – in particular ecologies, patterns of cultivation, and the social organization of agrarian societies. At the same time, it should also discuss how culinary preferences imposed themselves on environments, already exemplified by the cerealization of northern Europe in the central Middle Ages. We should look into cases of premodern local adaptation, notably in the case of the Abbasid agricultural revolution that introduced east Asian and, in particular, Indian plants, medical and culinary knowledge to the middle east, as well as colonial contexts in which settlers radically modified local environments and their ecology.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			None is needed. The course clearly focuses on historical processes, but should be accessible to students interested in social/cultural studies more generally.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			The course roughly follows a chronological order; participants are not expected to acquire detailed knowledge of previous historical epochs but realize the potential for broadening their horizons by analyzing comparable sets of problems in different contexts. The focus is on developing critical reflection and research skills: 1) understanding the evolution of food systems as changing articulations of production and consumption; 2) see how man-made environments shaped culinary preferences and were in turn shaped by relations of power and domination; 3) critically reflect on the largely forgotten historical processed that had shaped current ecological concerns and conceptions of “natural” food.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The course is based on intensive class discussions of research literature and different types of evidence. Participants would be required to combine critical reading of the literature with collecting materials for class discussions. Since food is a seemingly all-too-familiar object, participants would be invited to discuss what they experience as strange or unfamiliar and to reflect on their own experience (“at home” and “abroad”) in light of the historical examples discussed. The final assignment, to be discussed in class before being submitted, will not focus on the readings but on students’ own projects.

			Evaluation will be based on:

			_ Class participation (40%)

			_ A short interim written assignment (20%)

			_ Final written assignment (40%).

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The provisional plan is roughly chronological. The list only includes research literature and does not list textual and other evidence for joint analysis. In the course of the seminar, we might skip some case-studies and introduce topics that participants wish to engage in (see description). The list only includes research literature and not different sorts of evidence to be discussed in class.

			
			1. Introductory Reading: Traditional Food Systems in Agrarian Societies

			
			Readings
Mintz, S.W. (2001). “Food Patterns in Agrarian Societies: The Core-Fringe-Legume ‘Hypothesis’”. CLF Conference “Dietary Protein: Options for the Future”.

			Montanari, M. (1994). The Culture of Food (Chapter 1, pp. 1-21). Oxford: Blackwell.


			

			
			2. Adapting Mediterranean Foods to Northern Europe

			
			Readings
Montanari, M. (1994). The Culture of Food (Chapter 1, pp. 21-55). Oxford: Blackwell.


			

			
			3. Medieval Colonization

			
			Readings
Bartlett, R. (1994a). The Making of Europe: Conquest, Colonization and Cultural Change, 950–1350 (pp. 24-60). London: Penguin.


			

			
			4. The Cerealization of Europe

			
			Readings
Bloch, M. (1941). “What Is a Seigneurie?”. The Rise of Dependent Cultivation and Seigniorial Institutions (Cambridge Economic History of Europe, vol. 1, pp. 235-237). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

			Bartlett, R. (1994b). “The New Landscape”. The Making of Europe: Conquest, Colonization and Cultural Change, 950–1350 (pp. 133-166). London: Penguin.


			

			
			5. From India to Baghdad: The Arab Agricultural Revolution

			
			Readings
Watson, A.M. (1983). Agricultural Innovation in the Early Islamic World: The Diffusion of Crops and Farming Techniques, 700–1100 (pp. 1-8, 77-84, 87-98). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.


			

			
			6. North American Environments and Food Systems

			
			Readings
Richter, D. (2001). Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America (pp. 41-68). Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press.


			

						
			7. Local Preferences, Global Commerce: The Destruction of the Spice Islands

			
			Readings
Flandrin, J.-L. (1997). “Seasoning, Cooking, and Dietetics in the Late Middle Ages”. Counihan, C., and van Esterik, P. (eds.), Food and Culture: A Reader (pp. 313-327). London: Routledge.

			Villiers, J. (1981). “Trade and Society in the Banda Islands in the Sixteenth Century”. Modern Asian Studies, 15(4), 723-750.


			

			
			8. Sweetness Rising

			
			Readings
Mintz, S.W. (1997). “Time, Sugar, and Sweetness”. Counihan, C., and van Esterik, P. (eds.), Food and Culture: A Reader (pp. 357-369). London: Routledge.


			

			
			9. The British Diet goes global

			
			Readings
Laudan, R. (2010). “A Plea for Culinary Modernism: Why We Should Love New, Fast, Processed Food”. Goldstein, D. (ed.), The Gastronomica Reader (pp. 280-292). Berkeley: University of California Press.


			

			
			10. Food and Conceptions of Nature: Vegeterianism and Empire in Germany

			
			Readings
Treitel, C. (2017). Eating Nature in Modern Germany: Food, Agriculture, and Environment, c. 1870 to 2000 (Chapter 1). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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			Course description

			This course provides a comprehensive overview of global wastewater challenges, from decentralized to centralized treatment technologies, and explores opportunities in wastewater management, reuse, and resource recovery, including materials and energy. It will also address the impact of climate crises on flooding and how it can overwhelm treatment plants and sewer systems. The course is designed for students from diverse disciplines and combines foundational principles with practical insights.

			Real-world case studies, including the “Venice scenario”, will be discussed, and a site visit to a local wastewater treatment plant and an analytical lab for water quality analysis in Venice region will provide hands-on learning. The course covers basic principles and the latest advancements in wastewater treatment and reuse, highlighting the evolving perception of wastewater as a resource for energy, nutrients, and potable water.

			The curriculum also focuses on current regulatory trends, particularly regarding nitrogen and phosphorus removal, while emphasizing the environmental impacts, such as carbon footprints and greenhouse gas emissions. It explores the growing movement towards energy-neutral or energy-positive wastewater treatment plants through improved energy efficiency.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			By the end of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Identify global wastewater challenges and the impact of climate change on treatment systems.

			_ Recognize the environmental impact of untreated wastewater on the ecosystems and public health

			_ Evaluate opportunities for wastewater reuse and resource recovery.

			_ Understand the principles, processes, and technologies of wastewater treatment.

			_ Apply knowledge through real-world global case studies and site visits.

			_ Discuss regulatory trends and environmental impacts, such as carbon footprints and emissions.

			_ Recognize advancements in wastewater management for energy efficiency.

			_ Develop a multidisciplinary approach to wastewater management solutions.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			This course will be delivered through lectures, interactive discussions, polls, and multimedia presentations.

			Student evaluation will be based on:

			_ Homework assignments (20%).

			_ Class participation, and engagement in activities (30%).

			_ Final Project: applying their knowledge to real-world scenarios (50%).

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Wastewater Characteristics

			Composition and common contaminants in wastewater from domestic and industrial sources.

			
			


			
			Wastewater Treatment Processes

			Overview of physical, chemical, and biological methods for removing impurities.

			
			


			
			Case Studies

			Real-world examples, including challenges in diverse regions like Venice.

			
			


			
			Resource Recovery

			Opportunities for recovering materials (e.g., nutrients) and energy (e.g., biogas) from wastewater.

			
			


			
			Impact of Climate Crises

			Effects of climate change on wastewater systems and adaptive strategies.

			
			


			
			Environmental Impacts and Sustainable Solutions

			Carbon footprint, greenhouse gas emissions, and energy-efficient treatment approaches.
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			Course description

			According to the scientific journal Nature Communications, “fake news has plagued climate and environmental science for decades. Influential misinformation campaigns, selective media exposure, fabricated controversies, alternative facts and false media balance have, in the view of many, manipulated scientific knowledge, sown seeds of confusion among the populace and threatened to derail environmental progress”. Information literacy – the ability to understand different types of sources and evaluate the trustworthiness of media and other sources of information – is a key skill of our age. Which sources are most trustworthy? Which are clearly bogus? These skills are especially important in the realms of the environment and sustainability, where corporations and other actors are increasingly making false claims about environmental friendliness – a practice known as “greenwashing”. For example, according to the United Nations, “60 percent of sustainability claims by European fashion giants are “unsubstantiated” and “misleading”. This course is designed to give students knowledge and skills that will make them better consumers of information in relation to claims of “green” practices and products – as well as in their other professional and personal domains. Through short readings, video clips, class discussion and student-driven research projects, students will learn concepts and techniques for locating and evaluating different types of sources. 

			The three central course concepts will be:

			_ Authoritativeness: Who/what organization is presenting the information? Where did they get the information from? How expert are they on matters directly related to the topic at hand? What is their reputation?

			_ Timeliness: How old is the information? Considering the specific topic at hand, is it recent enough or out of date?

			_ Bias/conflicts of interest: Do the source’s authors or publishers likely have reasons to filter or mislead readers on matters related to the topic? Should we be concerned about political or monetary factors affecting what they share?

			Most texts used during the course will be selected by the students themselves.

			_ 15-minute challenges: At the start of some class session, the instructor will pose a fact-based question to the class and teams will work for 15 minutes to try to answer the question by locating what they believe to be the most relevant, authoritative, up-to-date, and least biased source for answering that question. We’ll then examine and compare the proposed sources and, finally, vote to determine the winning team for the day – the one that we collectively believe is the best source for that specific purpose.

			_ Guest Discussions: Some classes will be devoted to conversations with guest experts (via Zoom) who have high-level expertise. Guests may include (among others): Bill Adair, founder of the Pulitzer Prize-winning website PolitiFact and Knight Professor of the Practice of Journalism and Public Policy at Duke University; specializes in journalism and new media, with an emphasis on structured journalism and fact-checking. Mark Schapiro, former Senior Correspondent for the Center for Investigative Reporting; explores the intersection between the environment, economics, and international political power.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			To become more sophisticated consumers of information, students will learn to thoughtfully consider three factors when choosing or evaluating sources: Who is the author and publisher? What was the primary aim in publishing the material? Do the authors have appropriate expertise? What is the reputation of the publisher? What conflicts or interests or biases may be present? Is the material sufficiently recent or out of date? Students will also learn how to use AI tools in a skeptical manner and how to present findings from a research project effectively – and with appropriate humility.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Working in teams of 3-4, students will undertake a focused research project and present their findings to the class. With instructor guidance, each group will choose one specific, fact-driven question to investigate and keep a journal of their search. Students will then put their question to an AI app that lists its sources (such as Perplexity). Part of the task is to critique those sources using the authoritativeness/timeliness/bias framework. They will then present to the class what they learned about the answer(s) to their group’s question – but also what they learned more generally about evaluating sources. Students are encouraged to conduct some of this research in their home language – using sources specific to their country (such as government and NGO websites).

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Quizzes on assigned readings (10%)

			_ Attendance and Active Participation: (10%)

			_ Group and individual presentations on assigned topics (30%)

			_ Research project presentation (30%)

			_ Final report (20%)
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			Videos

			Arms, K. (2017). Information literacy. TEDx Talks. watch video

			Cutter, L. (2020). Media Literacy - The Power (And Responsibility) of Information. TEDx Talks. watch video

			Isaac, J. (2020). Why People Fall for Misinformation. TEDx Talks. watch video
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			Quijada, A. (2013). Creating Critical Thinkers Through Media Literacy. TEDx Talks. watch video
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			Course description

			Those who have not participated in scientific research often think of science as a fixed body of knowledge – free from biases, sloppiness, or money-driven influences. But a recent story on fake science on U.S. National Public Radio included this stunning comment on the number of bogus scientifical articles: “The percentage was in 2020 at 28% of all biomedical publications. That comes to over 300,000 in the biomedical field alone. Now, if you consider that all of science is maybe roughly double that, then you can sort of roughly estimate that there may be a half million fake papers published per year”.

			The scientific enterprise has been one of the undoubted achievements of human history: Twenty-first century technology has given researchers incredibly powerful new tools, from big data analytics to CRISPR. But we’ve also seen the rise and rapid growth of “predatory journals” – bogus scientific journals that will publish just about anything if authors pay their publication fees. Easily accessed “preprints” – unreviewed drafts of scientific papers – are increasingly being used by non-scientists as if they were legitimate scientific publications. And AI is now making fake science even easier to generate on a massive scale. This course will begin with an overview of how scientific research has been historically communicated and how the modern scientific publishing process is supposed to work. We will then study new and growing challenges to accurate scientific communication, the crucial means through which scientific research gets communicated to other researchers and policy makers. While course readings and discussion will involve a range of scientific disciplines, students will be encouraged to select their case studies from the environmental and sustainability sciences.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Students will:

			_ Understand the contemporary scientific publishing process and the stakeholders involved.

			_ Learn about inherent limitations in scientific communications.

			_ Learn about new challenges to scientific publishing resulting from digitization of writing and publishing.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			_ Analyses and report on a possibly predatory journal.

			_ Context analysis of a science journal article to examine possible conflicts of interest, plagiarism and other ethical concerns.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Quizzes on assigned readings (10%)

			_ Attendance and Active Participation (10%)

			_ Short Analyses (30%)

			_ Project Presentation (25%)

			_ Final Project Paper (25%)

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			What are scientific articles? 

			How do these differ from other kinds of writing about science? Who writes them, and why?

			
			


			
			Peer review

			How is it supposed to work? What are its benefits when it works well? How can it go wrong?

			
			


			
			Publication bias

			Scientific hypotheses are more likely to be wrong that right. But since scientific journals rarely publish results from studies that showed a treatment or approach did not work, the scientific community rarely knows what’s already been tried and failed.

			
			


			
			Replication

			We often hear that scientific reports should be written in way that makes it easy for others to repeat the study to confirm the results, but researchers rarely do this – because few journals will publish replication studies. Why not? How has this lack of confirmation impacted the accuracy of scientific research and what attempts are being made to encourage the publication of such studies?

			
			


			
			Plagiarism

			How has digitization led to a drastic rise in plagiarism in science? How well do plagiarism-detection platforms detect plagiarism, and what new problems do these “solutions” cause?

			
			


			
			Fake science

			What are fake scientific reports and how are they made? What are editors doing to detect them – or can they? How is AI contributing to this problem?

			
			


			
			Predatory journals

			What are these fake journals and why do they exist? How can we tell if a journal is real or not? What efforts are being made to combat this growing threat to scientific validity? Are good scientists in poorly-resources countries being accidently caught in the predatory journal net?

			
			


			
			English as the dominant language of science

			Why did this come to be? Who benefits and who is harmed? How does English-centric science influence the breadth and quality of health-science research?

			Guest experts on topics such as predatory journals and peer review will join the class via zoom on some days for short lectures and discussion.
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			Course description

			It is widely acknowledged that more than half of the world’s population currently lives in urban areas. What is commonly referred to as a “city” is a socio-spatial settlement whose definition changes across historical phases, geographical contexts, and political landscapes. While urbanization dynamics in the Global North have somewhat slowed, the process continues at an accelerated pace in the Global South, where cities are growing rapidly both in size and complexity. As globalization intensifies worldwide, its impacts – both positive and negative – are increasingly felt at the local level. Cities are the epicenters where challenges such as climate change, migration, aging populations, health emergencies, economic crises, and political upheavals are directly experienced by people in their everyday lives. However, cities are not merely passive sites of these challenges; they are also critical arenas for policy interventions aimed at addressing these issues. Urban environments provide the context where both the problems and solutions to global changes materialize. The course “Cities and Global Change: Urban Policy Analysis and Design” takes a multidisciplinary approach to understanding cities as complex systems in which natural, human, socio-economic, political, and built environments co-evolve. By integrating perspectives from economics, environmental sciences, urban planning, architecture, political science, sociology, and law, the course explores how today’s urban challenges can be tackled by combining different approaches. The goal is to foster urban futures that are both resilient and sustainable.

			The goals of the course are the following:

			_ Understand contemporary urbanization: Introduce students to the core issues surrounding contemporary urbanization, focusing on the changing morphology and socio-economic character of cities across the world. This goal provides a broad global outlook on how cities

			evolve in the context of both the Global North and South.

			_ Analyze global forces shaping cities: Help students develop a solid understanding of the major interrelated forces – such as globalization, climate change, and migration – that are driving changes and challenges in cities today. The course explores how these forces interact to influence urban environments both positively and negatively.

			_ Develop skills in urban policy analysis and design: Provide students with an introduction to the field of public policy analysis and design, particularly in the realm of urban policy. This will enable students to critically evaluate policies and propose interventions to address urban

			challenges effectively.

			_ Apply Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in urban analysis: Introduce students to Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and other data representation software, equipping them with practical tools to analyze, map, and communicate complex urban challenges. GIS is used as a key tool to support urban policy-making and decision-making processes.

			_ Understand climate change adaptation and the role of international bodies: Provide students with insights into the dynamics of climate change adaptation and the role of international UN bodies, such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), in shaping urban responses to climate crises. Students will explore how global agreements and frameworks, like the Paris Agreement, influence local and global policy decisions in urban planning and design.

			The course will also utilize Venice as a case study, offering a unique opportunity for students to explore a city facing a range of global challenges, including climate change, depopulation, aging, deindustrialization, and touristification. Students will work in interdisciplinary groups to critically analyze these challenges and propose practical solutions. By participating in field trips and engaging with stakeholders involved in the management and planning of Venetian urban areas, students will gain practical, hands-on experience in public policy analysis. In addition, the course includes a Design Lab, allowing students to experiment with tools, methodologies, and planning approaches based on real-world case studies. By the end of the course, students will be able to understand the complexities of urbanization in a globalized world and possess the practical skills necessary to contribute to resilient and sustainable urban futures.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			Ordinary knowledge that students have personally gained by experiencing – on an everyday basis – “urban conditions” is a good starting point for recognizing contemporary urban challenges. As cities represent complex phenomena, all cultural backgrounds (in terms of Countries of origins, academic traditions and disciplines) are welcome.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students are expected to:

			_ Understand cities as complex systems involving natural, human, socio-economic, cultural, political, and built environments, and how these elements interact and evolve.

			_ Critically assess global forces such as globalization, climate change, and migration, and their effects on urban environments, both positive and negative.

			_ Utilize multidisciplinary approaches by integrating perspectives from economics, environmental sciences, urban planning, architecture, and political science to analyze urban phenomena.

			_ Design and conduct fieldwork using appropriate tools and methods, including GIS, to analyze urban policies and design processes.

			_ Understand climate change adaptation and international frameworks, such as the role of the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement in shaping urban resilience and sustainability policies.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The course is designed to enhance students’ abilities to communicate and collaborate within multicultural and multidisciplinary environments, reflecting the global nature of urban challenges. Given the diverse nationalities and academic backgrounds of the participants, students are encouraged to engage actively in discussions and share different perspectives. This interaction fosters a rich exchange of knowledge, ideas, and viewpoints, which is essential for addressing complex urban issues.

			The course will be structured as follows:

			_ Frontal lectures delivered by professors, covering core topics such as urbanization, cities, and public policy analysis.

			_ Student-led lectures where work groups will present on global challenges that shape contemporary cities.

			_ Design Lab, where students will work on case studies, utilizing planning and design techniques, as well as relevant software tools.

			_ Field trips to case study areas, providing students with the opportunity to meet key stakeholders and gain practical insights into urban planning activities.

			_ In itinere tutoring to support group work and guide students throughout the course.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Students will be assessed through three key evaluations:

			_ Class presentation: A group lecture on a global urban challenge, accounting for 20% of the

			overall grade.

			_ Mid-term evaluation: An individual multiple-choice test based on the lectures, contributing

			25% to the final grade.

			_ Final group work presentation: The culmination of students’ work in the Design Lab, making up 40% of the overall grade.

			_ Additionally, 15% of the final grade will be based on class attendance, participation, interaction, and submission of required assignments.
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			Course description

			This course explores the fascinating and multi-layered histories of six important cities – Venice, Istanbul, London, Calcutta, New York, and Shanghai – and their unique places in world history. Pairing an Eastern city with a Western one in each part of the course, we will explore how these cities evolved through patterns of trade and migration, how they reflect and combine the physical, political, and socio-cultural imprints of overlapping empires, and how these urban spaces helped forge connections between East and West.Part I of this course examines the histories of Venice and Istanbul, two of the wealthiest cities in the early modern world. Separated by the Aegean and Adriatic seas and by rivaling empires, the two cities were also bound together through diplomatic, commercial, and cultural links. In Part II, we will consider the entangled histories of London and Calcutta in the 18th and 19th centuries. Through their parallel developments, we will explore the relations between the metropole and colonial cities of the British empire. Pairing New York with Shanghai in Part III, we will discuss how globalization gave rise to global cities in the 20th and 21st centuries. Throughout the semester, we will compare historical developments and cultural identities of these iconic cities of the East and the West. Along the way, we will also do fieldwork in Venice, using the city’s rich history and culture to explore the major themes in this course: trade, migration, empire, and globalization.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			_ Gain familiarity with the major economic, political, and cultural forces that defined different urban spaces in world history.

			_ Learn to examine the global history of trade, migration, and colonization from a comparative perspective.

			_ Understand fundamental relationships between urban dynamics and transnational cultural and political-economic processes.

			_ Learn to connect the local histories to the larger “stories” of different historical periods.

			_ Develop critical thinking skills through engagement with scholarship and literature focusing on different geographical regions and cultures.

			_ Develop good reading, comprehension, and speaking skills in English to enable the effective communication of ideas.

			_ Become comfortable visiting local sites and studying local history and culture to better understand Venice’s place in world history.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Attendance and participation (20% of grade). Students are expected to keep up with course readings, attend each class, and actively participate in class discussions.

			_ Three short responses on readings (10% each, 30% of grade). Students will be assigned a course reading in each part of the course and write a short reading response that will help facilitate discussions.

			_ Four field reports (5 % each, 20% grade). Students will record and analyze their field trips in Venice. The filed reports, which can be texts, images, and/or digital media documentation of the city’s history and culture, should engage the major themes of the class by showcasing how Venice was and still is linked to different parts of the world.

			_ Final project (30% grade). Students will write an 8-page research paper comparing the histories and culture identities of an Eastern city and a Western city (other than the cities discussed in the class).

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Week 1: Introduction and Overview

			
			Readings

			Hart, E., and Dantas, M. (2021). “Digging Down into the Global Urban Past”. Urban History, 48(3), 424-434. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0963926820000462

			Hollen Lees, L. (2015). “World Urbanization, 1750 to the Present”. The Cambridge World History (pp. 34-57). Cambridge University Press.


			


			


			
			PART I: VENICE AND ISTANBUL, 1500–1700

						
			Week 2: Venice

			
			Readings

			de Vivo, F. (2016). “Walking in Sixteenth-Century Venice: Mobilizing the Early Modern City”. I Tatti Studies, 19(1), 115-141. https://doi.org/10.1086/687849

			Ferraro, J. (2007). “Material Life”. Venice: History of the Floating City (pp. 106-124). Cambridge University Press.


			


			Week 3: Istanbul

			
			Readings

			Sumner-Boyd, H., and Freely, J. (2001). “The View from the Bridge”. Strolling Through Istanbul (pp. 1-16). Thames & Hudson.

			Clark, P. (2006). “Islamic Empire”. Istanbul: A Cultural History (Chapter 3). The Overlook Press.


			


			Week 4: Brokering Empires

			
			Readings

			Cursteler, E. (2012). “The Merchants of Venice”. Venetians in Constantinople: Nation, Identity, and Cosmopolitanism in the Early Modern Mediterranean (pp. 41-60). Cambridge University Press.

			Rothman, E.N. (2012). “Brokering Commerce or Making Friends”. Brokering Empire: Trans-Imperial Subjects Between Venice and Istanbul (pp. 61-84). Cornell University Press.


			


			


			
			PART II: LONDON AND CALCUTTA: 1700–1900

						
			Week 5: London

			
			Readings

			Porter, R. (1994). “Capitalism in the Capital: The Victorian Age”. London: A Social History (pp. 185-204). HarperCollins.

			Schneer, J. (1999). “London in 1900”. London 1900: The Imperial Metropolis. Yale University Press.


			


			Week 6: Calcutta

			
			Readings

			Sen, R. (2000). “Geopolitics of Early Urbanization in Calcutta, 1698–1757”. Birth of a Colonial City: Calcutta (pp. 63-77). Oxford University Press.

			Banerjee, S. (2014). “A Tale of Three Towns”. Memoirs of Roads: Calcutta from Colonial Urbanization to Global Modernization (pp. 1-15). Oxford University Press.


			


			Week 7: The Metropole and the Periphery

			
			Readings

			Shattopadhyay, S. (2019). “The Colonial Uncanny”. Representing Calcutta (pp. 21-75). Routledge.


			


			


			
			PART III: GLOBAL CITIES: NEW YORK AND SHANGHAI, 1900–2020

						
			Week 8: New York

			
			Readings

			Abu-Lughod, J. (1999). “New York Solidifies Its Character”. New York, Chicago, Los Angeles: America’s Global Cities (pp. 70-99). University of Minnesota Press.


			


			Week 9: Shanghai

			
			Readings

			Wasserstrom, J. (2009). “2000: A City in a Hurry”. Global Shanghai (pp. 109-123). Routledge.

			Wasserstrom, J. (2009). “Conclusion”. Global Shanghai (pp. 124-140). Routledge.


			


			Week 10: The Making of Global Cities

			
			Readings

			Clark, G. (2018). “Understanding Global Cities”. Global Cities: A Short History (pp. 91-116). Polity Press.


			


			Week 11: Urban History and World History

			
			Readings

			Corfield, P. (2013). “Conclusion: Cities in Time”. The Oxford Handbook of Cities in World History (pp. 828-846). Oxford University Press.


			

						
			Week 12: Conclusion
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			Course description

			A global phenomenon emerging in the early 20th century, the Modern Girl could be spotted in cities from Shanghai to Bombay, Tokyo to Berlin, New York to Rome. She reflected and helped to create a new “modern” lifestyle in cities around the world. This course will examine how the Modern Girl became a symbol of modern urban life and explore how and in what ways modern women had participated in urban public life.

			Through this gendered lens, we will discuss how urban modernity shaped social, economic, political, cultural changes globally. Students will be introduced to the critical significance of gender to urban history and globalization. Course materials (all available in pdf files) include introductory readings on broad themes, scholarly articles and book chapters, journalist writings, primary sources from the 20th century, visual and material artifacts, and films.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			_ Understand interrelatedness of the histories of gender, urban modernity, and globalization in the early twentieth century.

			_ Apply theoretical frameworks of gender and women’s studies, urban history, and the history of globalization.

			_ Gain knowledge of the main themes in women and gender history, and urban history.

			Develop good reading, comprehension, and speaking skills in English to enable the effective communication of ideas.

			_ Demonstrate information and digital literacy.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ Attendance and participation (20% of grade). Students are expected to keep up with course readings, attend each class, and actively participate in class discussions.

			_ Five short responses on readings (5% each, 25% of grade). Students are expected to write short discussion posts responding to readings.

			_ Two short papers (15 % each, 30% of grade). Students will write two 5-page paper on a given topic.

			_ Wikipedia project (25% of grade). Students will create or expand an article regarding a specific manifestation of the Modern Girl phenomenon on Wikipedia.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Week 1: Introduction and Overview:

			
			Readings

			Scott, J. (1986). “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis”. American Historical Review, 91(5), 1053-1075.

			The Modern Girl Around the World Research Group (2008b). “The Modern Girl as Heuristic Device”. In The Modern Girl Around the World (pp. 1-24). Duke University Press.


			


			


			
			PART I: STYLING URBAN LIFE

						
			Week 2: Modern Life, Modern Girls

			
			Readings

			Roberts, M.L. (2008). “Making the Modern Girl French”. The Modern Girl Around the World (pp. 77-95). Duke University Press.

			Barlow, T. (2008). “Buying In: Advertising and the Sexy Modern Girl Icon in Shanghai in the 1920s and 1930s”. The Modern Girl Around the World (pp. 288-316). Duke University Press.


			

			
			Week 3: Material Girls: Fashion, Entertainment, and Racial Modernity

			
			Readings

			The Modern Girl Around the World Research Group (2008a). “The Modern Girl Around the World: Cosmetics Advertising and the Politics of Race and Style”. The Modern Girl Around the World (pp. 25-54). Duke University Press.

			Stovall, T. (2003). “Gender, Race, and Miscegenation: African Americans in Jazz Age Paris”. The Modern Woman Revisited, Paris Between the Wars (pp. 21-34). Rutgers University Press.


			

			
			Week 4: Working Girls

			
			Readings

			Hayashi, F. (n.d.). Horoki (Diary of a Vagabond), excerpts.

			Tipton, E. (2002). “Pink Collar Work: The Café Waitress in Early Twentieth-Century Japan”. Intersections: Gender, History and Culture in the Asian Context, 7(March), 1-16.

			Goresuch, A. (2008). “The Dance Class or the Working Class”. The Modern Girl Around the World (pp. 174-193). Duke University Press.


			


			


			
			PART II: STAGING URBAN SPACE

			
			Week 5: Women and the Visual Modernity of the City

			
			Readings

			Kim, J. (2009). “Visual Modernity: Screening Women in Colonial Media”. Urban Modernity in Colonial Korea and Taiwan (pp. 132-164). University Press.

			Conor, L. (2008). “‘Blackfella Missus Too Much Proud’: Techniques of Appearing, Femininity, and Race in Australian Modernity”. The Modern Girl Around the World (pp. 220-239). Duke University Press.


			

			
			Week 6: Becoming Icons

			
			Readings

			Gori, G. (2001). “A Glittering Icon of Fascist Femininity: Trebisonda ‘Ondina’ Valla”. The International Journal of the History of Sport, 18(1), 173-195.

			Ramamurthy, P. (2008). “All-Consuming Nationalism: The Indian Modern Girl in the 1920s and 1930s”. The Modern Girl Around the World (pp. 147-173). Duke University Press.


			

			
			Week 7: Policing the Modern Girl

			
			Readings

			Carby, H. (1992). “Policing the Black Woman’s Body in an Urban Context”. Critical Inquiry, 18, 738-755.

			Edwards, L. (2000). “Policing the Modern Woman in Republican China”. Modern China, 26(2), 115-147.


			


			


			
			PART III: SHAPING URBAN POLITICS

			
			Week 8: The Modern Girl as Modern Wives

			
			Readings

			Landau, L. (1929). “The Companionate Marriage”. The Weimar Republic Sourcebook (pp. 702-703). University of California Press.

			Windler, E. (2003). “Marriage, Manumission, and Morality in Turn-Of-The-Century Rio De Janeiro”. Domestic Tensions, National Anxiety: Global Perspectives on Marriage, Crisis, and Nation (pp. 37-48). Oxford University Press.


			

			
			Week 9: The Modern Girl as Suffragists

			
			Readings

			Finnergan, M. (1999). “‘So Much Color and Dash’: Women Suffragists, Public Space, and Commercial Culture”. Selling Suffrage (pp. 45-76). Columbia University Press.

			Edwards, L., and Boces, M. (2004). “Introduction: Orienting the Global Women’s Suffrage Movement”. Women’s Suffrage in Asia: Gender, Nationalism and Democracy (pp. 1-23). Routledge.


			

			
			Week 10: The Modern Girl as Proletariats

			
			Readings

			Blum, A.S. (2004). “Cleaning the Revolutionary Household: Domestic Servants and Public Welfare in Mexico City, 1900-1935”. Journal of Women’s History, 15(4), 67-90.

			Knight, J.M. (2020). “The ‘Modern Girl’ Is a Communist: March 8 and China’s Proletarian Women’s Movement, 1925-27”. Positions: Asia Critique, 28(3), 517-546.


			


			Week 11: The Modern Girl as Transnational Activists

			
			Readings

			Richet, I. (2012). “Marion Cave Rosselli and the Transnational Women’s Antifascist Networks”. Journal of Women’s History, 24(3), 117-139.

			Etchart, L. (2015). “Demilitarizing the Global: Women’s Peace Movements and Transnational Networks”. The Oxford Handbook of Transnational Feminist Movements (pp. 706-721). Oxford Academic.


			


			Week 12: Conclusion and Presentations of Wikipedia Projects

			
			Readings

			Hawkesworth, M.E. (2018). “Engendering Globalization”. Globalization and Feminist Activism (pp. 1-36). Rowman & Littlefield.
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			Course description

			The course aim is to introduce the student to a critical view on contemporary cities and their transformation processes, focusing on their neighborhoods and the plurality of “attention strategies” and cognitive tools deployed to render their territories’ articulation, complexity and variety. Specifically, the course will focus on some exemplar neighborhoods built in the Venice Metropolitan Area, from the “healthy houses’’ built at the beginning of the 20th century by public agencies devoted to urban reforms and after WWII by the housing associations, to the late cases of urban regeneration projects co-designed by communities and engaged urban designers. Course aim is to address and show to students the large amount of council estates built during the “short century” both in the islands and the mainland of Venice Metropolitan Area, their patterns and spatial qualities, and the heritage they convey and represent. Thus, counter-telling a different story in relation to the main narrative of Venice, always focused on the outcome of the Venice City Republic (697–1797) government. The course indeed, will observe and restitute the metropolitan city as the material outcome conveyed by a culture of welfare and amelioration of the inhabiting condition put forward along the 20th century, both in the islands and the mainland.

			In order to do so, the course will have a fair amount of fieldtrip classes (half of the course, 12 lessons), during which students will be guided around the metropolitan city, looking for the urban design and the everyday life landscapes of specific neighborhoods, and their urban contexts that are normally not valued by mainstream imagery about Venice, usually either belonging to tourism attractions or architectural/art history.

			While the lessons in class will have a double preparatory aim (theoretical and practical): on one hand the course will recount neighborhoods story and evolution, reflecting upon the concepts and metaphors used in planning and urban design to conceive them, on the other hand it will address survey approaches, techniques and tools to carry on the neighborhood fieldwork.

			The neighborhoods that will be visited are:

			1. Sacca Fisola Neighborhoods by Cappai, Mainardis and Pastor architects (Former Fregnan Area) and 2. by Gino Valle architect (former Trevisan Plant),

			2. Giudecca Council Estate by Arch. Gambirasio architect (Former Dreher Factory),

			3. Giudecca Council Estate “Casette”;

			4. Campo di Marte Council Estate by Aymonino, Moneo, Rossi, and Siza architects (unbuilt);

			5. Former Junghans Area by Zucchi architects,

			6. Former Area Saffa by Gregotti architects, 7. Mazzorbo by De Carlo,

			8. PEEP Circus and PEEP Zelarino by Cappai, Mainardis and Pastor architects,

			9. Marghera Town by Emmer engineer,

			10. Villaggio S.Marco by Piccinato e Samonà architects,

			11. PEEP Pertini by Gatto architect and others,

			12. Altobello neighborhood regeneration by Archi+2 architects, Venice Municipality and other stakeholders.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			The learning outcomes expected from the students are the development of a critical approach towards urban environment analysis and the ability to discern the issue of inhabiting neighborhood and contemporary city, starting from the observation of their shape, their everyday life space and infrastructure, and the ways in which they are practiced by different populations and act as a place in their narratives. Students will also learn how-to carry-on fieldwork through an “urbanistic technically relevant survey”, developing field survey techniques, such as urban itineraries, field mapping, photo essays and audiovisual restitutions through environmental recordings and human interactions.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The course will consist of lectures supported by computer presentations and multimedia materials, such as photos and videos. During the third module, there will be fieldtrips restitution review of the homework carried out by students related to the neighborhood that will be chosen to be analyzed. The scope of the area will not have a pre-established dimension, but the starting point will be a sampling of 1×1 km territory that circumscribes the neighborhood and – depending on the area quality and the issues chosen by the student from the ones presented within module 1 and 2 – the analysis may be at a higher or lower scale, both to the scale of the building or the urban scale.

			60% Individual presentations. The students’ learning status will be evaluated with three individual presentations of the fieldwork in progress during the course, in the form of seminaries with PPT or WordPress, each counting for the 20% of the final grade (3x20%=60%).

			40% Final research. The remaining 40% will be given according to the final research product, an essay of 1.500 words accompanied by a questionnaire/interviews excerpt, maps and diagrams, a photo book and/or video storyboard (depending on the topic and medium the student will choose). Such essay will be presented in a final class presentation, with a PPT presenting the fieldwork restitution combined with the topics addressed during the course lectures.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The course will be divided into three modules:

			
			


			
			Module 1. Inhabiting Contemporary City and Neighborhood Urban Design

			The module will restitute Venice history of the XX century, from housing perspective and neighborhoods construction, reflecting mainly upon planning and urban design policies and projects, and especially focusing on the neighborhoods that will be visited during in-field lessons.

			
			


			
			Module 2. Approaches and tools to space survey and interpretations

			The module will introduce cartography, and what it means to map and make diagrams. It will then focus on different ways of observing, representing and reinventing urban neighborhoods in contemporary conditions with approaches focusing on the sense, atmospheres and stories of space. Therefore, it will explore the audiovisual and photographic essay approach, in order to highlight the narrative side of cities and territories.

			
			


			
			Module 3. Fieldwork module (in the island or the mainland)

			The student will be called to carry on an applied exercise of observation and description of an urban space/neighborhood at his/her choice (a public space, the whole neighborhood with its collective spaces and public buildings, a public infrastructure or amenity, a housing building). The exercise will look at both the built environment and its inhabitants with their practices of place and modes of space production. The aim is to investigate an urban living environment, describing its spatial materials, its urban insertion and layout, its functions and the populations living it, with its stories and narratives.
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			Course description

			“Would you buy Venice?”. That’s an intriguing question and this course will present the possible answers. The course presents the city of Venice and its Lagoon as a social and common good. In particular, the meetings will explore the most advanced conceptions of the commons and address the question of whether a city such as Venice and its Lagoon can be considered a set of individual goods or a single common good and whether this facilitates or limits its sustainable social and legal development. The course will also present the possible sustainable evolution of the city of Venice and its Lagoon ecosystem as an organized set of commons. The goal is to cultivate among participants a sophisticated understanding of the challenges and opportunities presented by the theory of the commons and their reflections on the organization of urban space and its repercussions in the ethical and social spheres (E.g. the center-periphery relationship or the high-low relationship). In essence, this course is an ambitious endeavor. It aims to equip legal scholars, practitioners, and enthusiasts with the intellectual tools necessary to critically evaluate and influence sustainable development in harmony with the digital transformation of society, ensuring the safeguarding of human rights and the equitable management of the global commons. The possibility of releasing the protection and enhancement of cultural heritage will not start from the traditional distinction between public and private goods, but from the concept of common goods (in the sense of the conceptual elaborations proposed by scholars such as Elinor Ostrom), that is, referable to the culture shared by a community for “sustainable development and quality of life [...] recognizing that every person has the right [...] to take an interest in cultural heritage [...] as part of the right to participate freely in cultural life, enshrined in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and guaranteed by the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)” (Preamble to the Faro Convention).

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			This course is designed to be accessible to all students across all disciplines, with no specific prior knowledge of the subject required.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			The imperative to launch this pioneering course at VIU now stems from the unprecedented pace of technological advancements and their profound implications on human rights, societal norms, and legal frameworks. VIU, with its reputation for fostering innovative and interdisciplinary academic environments, stands uniquely positioned to host this course. This initiative aligns with VIU’s commitment to addressing contemporary global challenges and enhances its academic offerings by integrating cutting-edge legal theories and practices. For VIU and participating universities, the course represents an invaluable opportunity to lead in the cultivation of legal expertise that is attuned to the digital age. It promises to enrich academic discourse, foster cross-disciplinary collaboration, and prepare a new generation of scholars and practitioners capable of navigating and shaping the evolving intersection of technology and law. This program adds significant value by promoting critical thinking, ethical deliberation, and practical problem-solving skills, ensuring participants and institutions are at the forefront of legal innovation and advocacy for human rights and equitable resource management in the digital era. Participants will acquire a nuanced understanding of the interface between new technologies and legal doctrines, emphasizing social system analyses and collective resource management theories. The curriculum facilitates proficiency equipping learners to address challenges and opportunities in the digital age. The goal is to prepare students to advocate for human rights and equitable resource management, influencing social, ethical, and legal adaptation to technological advancements.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			This course introduces key aspects through a mix of lectures, seminars, and hands- on activities, complemented by guest speaker sessions as supplementary learning experiences. Interactive teaching methods such as seminar papers, discussions, and presentations will foster critical, practical, and innovative thinking on legal and ethical issues about digitalization in modern societies. Additionally, small-group exercises will encourage student dialogue and cooperation.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Assessment will involve a mid-term exam (individual paper or group project work) undertaken during the course. The mid-term exam will account for 50% of the final grade. The final exam may consist of a keynote speech, even with IT tools, on a topic freely chosen by the students.

			Evaluation criteria focus on students’ understanding and application of course material, their analytical skills in info sourcing and data research, and their ability to address ethical dilemmas related to the course’s topics. This approach aims to develop students’ capacity for critical and creative analysis.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Weeks 1-3

			
			The curriculum first addresses an examination of the current social structure of the system-city through an analysis of its ownership and participation-based forms of governance.

			
			


			
			Week 1

			Presentation of the course. The City of Venice. The Venetian Lagoon. The City and the Lagoon as structured societies: the contractualists vs conflictualists. (Maps and Sites, Mose etc.).

			
			


			
			Week 2

			Locke vs Rousseau: social, political, economic, and ethical standpoints. The liberal-communitarian debate. Common good and common goods. (Brief historical insights).

			
			


			
			Week 3

			The Human Rights and The ONU Agenda 2030 (Goal 11: Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable) (Venice and its Lagoon as a UNESCO World Heritage Site).

			


			Weeks 4-6

			
			Next, we will address new forms of active and critical citizenship beginning with Garrett Hardin’s “Tragedy of the Commons,” and then moving on to Elinor Ostrom’s revolutionary theory of the commons, which offers a nuanced perspective on collective resource management against the backdrop of Global Change. The city of Venice and its Lagoon will be an example of a new possibility of resource management that characterizes the emergence of a community of reference capable of meeting the challenges of anthropocentric global change.

			
			


			
			Week 4

			Challenges facing Venice and its Lagoon: Overtourism, Environmental Degradation, Cultural Erosion, Economic Inequity). Hardin’s Tragedy of Commons (Debate).

			
			


			
			Week 5

			Ostrom’s Theory; the CPR theory, Collective Action theory (pros and cons).

			
			


			
			Week 6

			Mid-Course Examination.

			

						
			Weeks 7-9

			
			The course moves to explore the transformative possibilities in city management offered by the tools of artificial intelligence, decentralized digital ledgers, and virtual reality platforms. Emphasis is placed on the intersection of these technologies with respect for human rights in a context where the city is understood as a common cultural asset.

			
			


			
			Week 7

			Venice (and its Lagoon) as a Common. Strategies: Community Participation, Stakeholder Collaboration, Sustainable Tourism, Adaptive Management or Environmental Stewardship, Cultural Preservation, Economic Diversification, Education and Awareness, Regulatory Frameworks, Research and Innovation, Global Solidarity (Debate).

			
			


			
			Week 8

			Commons and Technologies.

			
			


			
			Week 9

			Blockchains and AI for Venice.

			

						
			Weeks 10-12

			
			A special session of the course is dedicated to the City of Venice as a Cultural Heritage. The fundamental right to cultural heritage (UNESCO Paris Convention of 1972 and European Faro Convention of 2005) is inherent to the right to participate in cultural life, as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In the case study of this special session, applied around the ancient city of Venice, students can explore the blurry notions of original, fake, and copy, the stimuli to forgery and its implications, and the authentication techniques from a historical, ethical and legal perspective and within a broader discourse about securing cultural heritage.

			
			


			
			Week 10

			What is cultural heritage.

			
			


			
			Week 11

			The fundamental right to cultural heritage (UNESCO Paris Convention of 1972 and European Faro Convention of 2005).

			
			


			
			Week 12

			Case study. Discovering Fake in Venice.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography
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			Moro, P. (2022). “Fake Truth: The Legal Issue of Archaeological Forgery”. Salvadori, R. et al. (eds.), Beyond Forgery: Collecting, Authentication, and Protection of Cultural Heritage (pp. 343-350). Padova University Press.

			Ostrom, E. (2015). Governing the Commons. Cambridge University Press.

			
			


			
			Other supplementary readings will be suggested or given during the course.
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			Course description

			Humanities scholars from different disciplines and countries have noted the need for radically new methodological approaches in view of the unprecedented destruction of the planet, its natural resources, and its species. The rise of the Environmental Humanities is a response to this insight. What brings scholars and students together is an interest in confronting environmental change as both a natural and a cultural phenomenon, and an intent to inhabit, in the words of eco-critic Ursula Heise, a “space of simultaneous critique and action” – something that lies beyond the university’s traditional structure.

			One of the key features of the new field of the Environmental Humanities is that it recognizes the limitations of particular disciplines. As a result, it encourages us to explore areas beyond our own expertise, from a wide variety of disciplines and also from outside academia.

			This course introduces students to a broad spectrum of methods for studying past environmental change and the human cultural contexts within which it occurs. It serves as a one-of-a kind gateway into the various disciplines and approaches (textual and non-textual) that help us understand environmental change over time: from geology to ecology and from history to environmental anthropology. We will learn how scholars from different disciplines study and analyze the relationship between nature and culture, environment and society, what questions they ask and how they construct narratives and arguments.

			We will read texts written by historians and literary scholars, musicologists and ecologists, anthropologists and political scientists, geographers and environmental planners, biologists and meteorologists, journalists, novelists and others.

			What is nature? What is wilderness? Where can we find it? Why do we disagree about climate change? Can stories play a role in science and politics? Is walking a serious methodology? What can we learn from deep mapping? Can sounds help us understand environmental developments? What is the relationship between food and “nature”?

			Special exploratory assignments for the seminar are designed to cultivate curiosity, research skills and methods. Students will study primary documents (images, interviews, maps, etc.) in order to show what these sources can tell about the relationship between humans and the environment, and to explore the disparate forms of evidence that can be used to reconstruct past environmental change and its human meanings.

			Students will learn about different research methods and approaches through a set of readings but also through exploratory visits and walks in the Venetian lagoon. They will be asked to explore the streets and canals of Venice and/or one of the Venetian museums (e.g. Museo Storico Navale, Museo civico di storia naturale di Venezia, Museo Correr) and study a specific site (ideally related to the Venetian lagoon and issues of time) from different angles and academic disciplines.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			Students should be curious. No previous knowledge on the topic is required. The class will be especially eye-opening for students who don’t have an environmental humanities background.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			In this class, students will learn what it means to be an inter- and multidisciplinary scholar in the field of the Environmental Humanities. They will learn what different skills one needs for reading different kinds of scholarly communication. At the end of the course, students will have answers to some of the following questions: What are the differences between quantitative and qualitative information? What are the opportunities and hazards of narrative as a rhetorical form?

			We will define the meaning of discipline, and ask how we know that we are in one. We will ask how one can find one’s bearings both within and between disciplinary spaces. Altogether we will define and learn how we can become effective researchers and communicators in the new field of Environmental Humanities.

			Upon completion of the course, students will have a better understanding of how they can best communicate their scholarly and scientific insights beyond the boundaries of their discipline, both to peers from other fields and to the larger public. They will be able to employ a range of critical methods, conceptual models and theoretical approaches to the global environmental humanities; articulate an awareness of place through investigation, observation and engagement with local ecologies. They will also reflect upon how found objects, texts, images and experiences have affected them as readers, observers, and researchers.

			In working on their short, written assignments, they will learn what constitutes an interesting and important research question – and what shapes our judgment in deciding whether or not a question is “significant”. In presenting their research (both orally and in writing) they will learn how to synthesize different analytical insights and different forms of knowledge to produce a unified argument.

			Students will identify the specific contribution of the humanities in the exploration of environments. Scientists who work on big data and computer modelling can tell us something quantitatively about where we are heading; biotechnologists and engineers who plan interventions in natural processes and earth systems have grand plans to move us forward. In contrasts, the humanities can give us a true sense and understanding of where we are coming from as humans and where we should be heading.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Discussion of texts is the heart of this course. It provides an opportunity for each student to examine the major issues in a critical light, to move beyond just reading “comprehension” to a deeper level of understanding. I will occasionally give short lectures to provide more context or to explore a particular issue in greater depth. At times I will bring maps, historical documents, and visuals to class. Students will also work on focused projects in small groups. Besides reading and discussing texts, this class strives to incorporate local observation in Venice/the lagoon and field elements.

			Evaluations will be based on mini responses, classroom participation, a short synthetic essay and a reflective essay that brings together insights from readings and observations.

			Weekly Mini-Reponses and participation in classroom discussion (40 % of grade). For each of the class readings students will need to come up with two questions of clarification or curiosity. Full credit will be given to responses that are thoughtful and provocative; and to students who take an active part in the classroom discussion.

			Short Synthetic Essay (30%). For this assignment, students will craft a short think piece (5 pages), synthesizing the course readings and other content as a whole. They will pick a couple of overarching themes, questions, or debates that they have identified throughout several of the readings. I would like for them to consider whether these broader course concepts will have any influence upon or added benefit for their own major, field of study, or career.

			Short Interpretative Essay (35%). For this essay students will need to write a 800 word interpretative essay that takes a found object, document, or site – a postcard, a sound, a photograph etc. – to tell a story from an interdisciplinary perspective. Before submitting the final version of their essay, students will need to circulate drafts of their essay and be prepared to discuss and critique it in class. The essay needs to be research-based and accompanied by an appendix that documents the methodology and contains a short research bibliography. Depending on the theme the appendix should include further data or primary documents, such as illustrations or maps.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The following is a very preliminary schedule. Readings and assignments will be adjusted depending on the familiarity of students with the topics and their pre-knowledge. In some of the sessions, readings will be divided up between different groups in the class (so that not everybody needs to read everything). Dates of field trips will be added at a later point. Typically, field trips will be scheduled on Fridays.

						
			Week 1: What Is Wilderness? What Is Environmentalism? and What Is It All Good For?

			
			Readings

			Cronon, W. (1995). “The Trouble with Wilderness; Or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature”. Cronon, W. (ed.), Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (pp. 69-90). W.W. Norton & Co.

			White, R. (1996). “Are You Environmentalist or Do You Work for a Living?: Work and Nature”. Cronon, W. (ed.), Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (pp. 171-185). W.W. Norton & Co. see resource


			


			Week 2: What is Nature?

			
			Readings

			Mauch, C., and Carson, R. (2013). “Silent Spring”. Robin, L., Sörlin, S., and Warde, P. (eds.), The Future of Nature: Documents of Global Change (pp. 195-203). Yale University Press.

			Mauch, C. (2024). “Walt Disney World, Florida: At Least Two Natures”. Mauch, C. (ed.), Paradise Blues (pp. 173-206). Whitehorse Press.


			

						
			Week 3: Nature Writing – Writing Nature: Environmental Ethics and Aesthetics

			
			Readings

			Leopold, A. (1949). “Thinking Like a Mountain”. Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There (pp. 129-133). Oxford University Press. see resource

			Clarke, T. (2012). “Thinking Like a Mountain?”. The Cambridge Introduction to Environment and Literature (pp. 77-86). Cambridge University Press. see resource

			Weik von Mossner, A. (2023). “Le déluge”. Fragile: A Novel. Elzwhere Press.


			

						
			Week 4: The Anthropocene, the Death and the End of Nature

			
			Readings

			McKibben, B. (1989). The End of Nature (pp. 47-66). Random House.

			Crutzen, P., and Stoermer, E. (2000). “The Anthropocene”. IGBP Newsletter, 41, 17-18. see resource

			Optional readings

			Thomas, J.A. (2020). “The Anthropocene Earth System and Three Human Stories”. Thomas, J.A., and Zalasiewicz, J. (eds.), Strata and Three Stories (pp. 41-67). RCC Perspectives. see resource


			

						
			Week 5: Climate Change and What to Do About It

			
			Readings

			Desta, H. (2023). “The Slow Death of an Ethiopian Lake”. Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Review, 3. see resource

			Wormbs, N. (2023). “I Still Do a Lot of Good”. Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Review, 3. see resource

			Hulme, M. (2009). “Why We Disagree About Climate Change”. The Carbon Yearbook: The Annual Review of Business and Climate Change (pp. 41-43). see resource

			Malm, A. (2020). “To Halt Climate Change, We Need an Ecological Leninism – An interview with Andreas Malm”. Jacobin Magazine. see resource


			

						
			Week 6: Environmental History – Environments in History

			
			Readings

			Worster, D. (2015). Environmental History. KTH Environmental Humanities Laboratory. watch video

			Merchant, C. (1990). “Gender and Environmental History”. The Journal of American History, 76(4), 1117-1121. see resource

			Gentilcore, D. (2021). “The Cistern-System of Early Modern Venice: Technology, Politics and Culture in a Hydraulic Society”. Water History, 13(3), 375-406. see resource


			

						
			Week 7: Maps and Mapping

			
			Readings

			Venice Then and Now: 1600th Anniversary of the City (2025). NLR Online Exhibitions. see resource

			Reitz, T. (2021). “Back to the Drawing Board: Creative Mapping Methods for Inclusion and Connection”. Franklin, A. (ed.), Co-Creativity and Engaged Scholarship (pp. 323-355). Palgrave Macmillan. see resource

			Rossetto, T. (2021). “‘Mappy’ Imageries of the Watery City: The Cartographic Figure of the Venice Lagoon Across Epochs and Media”. Shima, 15(1), 46-58. see resource


			

						
			Week 8: Walking as a Research Method

			
			Readings

			Shepherd, N. (2023). “Walking as Embodied Research: Coloniality, Climate Change, and the ‘Arts of Noticing’”. Science, Technology and Society, 28, 58-67. see resource

			Ingold, T., and Vergunst, J.L. (eds.) (2008). “Introduction”. Ways of Walking: Ethnography and Practice on Foot (pp. 1-10). Ashgate.

			Rossetto, T. (2021). “‘Mappy’ Imageries of the Watery City: The Cartographic Figure of the Venice Lagoon Across Epochs and Media”. Shima, 15(1), 46-58. see resource


			

						
			Week 9: Eating Environments

			
			Readings

			Bertolini, C. et al. (2022). “Artisanal Fishing in the Venice Lagoon”. Venice in the Anthropocene (pp. 101-108). Wetlands.

			Pollan, M. (2001). “Naturally”. The New York Times Magazine. see resource

			Kent, R. (2022). “Ethnobotany on the Table: Revolutionary Reimagination at Venice’s Tocia”. Italy Segreta. see resource


			

					
			Week 10: Biodiversity Loss and Extinction Stories

			
			Readings

			Heise, U.K. (2017). “Lost Dogs, Last Birds, and Listed Species: Elegy and Comedy in Conservation Stories”. Imagining Extinction: The Cultural Meanings of Endangered Species (pp. 19-54). University of Chicago Press.

			Kolbert, E. (2014). The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History (pp. 4-22). Picador.

			Begum, T. (2021). “What Is Mass Extinction and Are We Facing a Sixth One?”. Natural History Museum London. see resource

			Chiang, T. (2019). “The Great Silence”. Exhalation (pp. 231-236). Vintage.

			Muir, C. (2022). “Encountering Ghost Species”. Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Magazine, 1, 2-5. see resource


			

						
			Week 11: Ecocriticism, Music, Sound and Changing Environments

			
			Readings

			Iovino, S. (2016). “Cognitive Justice and the Truth of Biology: Death (and Life) in Venice”. Ecocriticism in Italy (pp. 47-82). Bloomsbury.

			Rothenberg, D., and Ulvaeus, M. (2001). The Book of Music and Nature: An Anthology of Sounds, Words, Thoughts (pp. 1-10). Wesleyan University Press. see resource

			Paine, G. (2018). “Listening to Nature: How Sound Can Help Us Understand Environmental Change”. The Smithsonian Magazine. see resource

			Optional readings

			Coates, P.A. (2005). “The Strange Stillness of the Past: Toward an Environmental History of Sound and Noise”. Environmental History, 10(4), 636-665. see resource


			

						
			Week 12: The Agency of Non-Humans

			
			Readings

			Elton, S. (2022). “More-Than-Human”. Ballamingie, P., and Szanto, D. (eds.), Showing Theory to Know Theory: Understanding Social Science Concepts Through Illustrative Vignettes (pp. 283-289). Showing Theory Press. see resource

			Howard, M. (2020). “More Than Human: Eben Kirksey and Multispecies Ethnography in the Era of Covid-19”. Matters Journal.

			LeCain, T. (2013). “The Neo-Materialist Flip”. Mauch, C. et al. (eds.), Making Tracks: Human and Environmental History (pp. 93-96). RCC Perspectives.

			LeCain, T.J. (2016). “How Did Cows Construct the American Cowboy?”. Ertsen, M.W., Mauch, C., and Russell, E. (eds.), Molding the Planet: Human Niche Construction at Work (pp. 17-24). RCC Perspectives.
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			I am planning to provide students with readings (20-50 pages per week). The texts below can help with further reading.
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			Grattan, G.F. (2000). “Climbing Back into the Tree: Art, Nature, and Theology in ‘A River Runs Through It’”. Tallmadge, J., and Harrington, H. (eds.), Reading Under the Sign of Nature: New Essays in Ecocriticism. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 231-242.
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			Iovino, S. (ed.) (2017). “Introduction”. Ecocriticism and Italy Ecology, Resistance, and Liberation. London: Bloomsbury, 1-12.

			Wall Kimmerer, R. (2020). “Robin Wall Kimmerer – The Intelligence of Plants”. On Being with Krista Tippet. listen to podcast

			Maher, N. (2019). “Seeing Nature: An Environmental Humanities Field Guide to Visual Culture,” Rachel Carson Center Lunchtime Colloquium. watch video

			Patel, R., and Moore, J. (eds.) (2018). “Cheap Nature”. A History of the World in Seven Cheap Things: A Guide to Capitalism, Nature, and the Future of the Planet. Oakland: University of California Press.

			Reynolds, K., and Agyeman, J. (2019). “Food Studies is Not as Frivolous as you Might Think”. Zocalo: Public Square. see resource

			Spector, S. (2006). Venice and Food. Venice: Arsenale Editrice.

			Smith, J. (ed.) (2015). “Green Discs”. Eco-Sonic Media. Oakland: University of California Press, 13-41.

			Solnit, R. (2007). A Field Guide to Getting Lost. Penguin Books.

			Scott, J. (1998). Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed. Yale University Press.

			Thoreau, H.D. (1851). “Walking”. The Atlantic. see resource

			Mundy, R. (2009). “Birdsong and the Image of Evolution”. Society & Animals, 17(3), 206-223.
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			Course description

			Humans have transformed the Earth so much so that some scientists, most notably the chemist and Nobel laureate Paul Crutzen, have called for the designation of a new epoch in the history of the planet, our epoch, the “age of humans”, the “Anthropocene”. This term expresses the assumption that recent human activity in the natural world has affected the Earth’s crust more significantly than volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, and earthquakes. What is intriguing about this concept is the currency it has gained within a short time, in culture, politics, and across almost every academic discipline and sub-discipline. No other creature on this earth has been more successful in the competition for habitat and resources than humans, but we are now starting to realize that our success has come at a high price: vulnerability, global climate change, species extinction, etc. The Anthropocene is a concept in flux and therefore any approach to it will be exploratory.

			Venice can be seen as an “Anthropocene City” par excellence. Alongside slow natural sinking, human-induced climate change, the dramatic exploitation of water resources, and fallout from industries, threaten to submerge the “Queen of the Adriatic” and its many iconic sites. The Venetian lagoon can be seen as an “organic machine” (a term once used by Richard White for the Columbia River).

			Students will learn how humans have shaped the lagoon and Venice over the last millennium. This course is as much a course about the transformation of planet earth as it is an introduction into the environmental history of Venice from the earliest times (through geology and archeology) to the present and into the future. A couple of field trips will be part of this seminar. Field trips will help in understanding the diversity of land usage within the Venetian lagoon, the deterioration of the islands due to erosion, and the technological and ecological solutions that have addressed specific challenges of the Anthropocene.

			We will explore the geology, the archaeology and the environmental history of Venice. How and why did Venetians change the course of the rivers that enter the lagoon? Why was Venice called “a forest on the sea”? Where did Venetians get their drinking water from? What can we learn from archaeological remains in places like Torcello and La Certosa? How has the relationship between water and the city changed over the centuries? What will happen to Venice in face of challenges like over-tourism and global warming?

			One of the outcomes of this course will be a virtual ensemble (something like a mini exhibition) of Anthropocene objects and sites that students identify based on individual research and observation. Students will also have a chance to meet some of the authors of the texts that we are reading.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			Participants should be curious. No previous knowledge on the topic is required.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will be able to discuss the concept of the Anthropocene, explain what defines it and how it has been dated. They will be able to critically assess the explanatory value of the Anthropocene within the broader field of the Environmental Humanities. They will moreover be able to think with the Anthropocene. They will learn to pose curious questions – about the “how” and “why” in history. Discussing the Anthropocene requires considering both micro and macro worlds, biology and physics, human and more-than-human worlds, the history of humankind and the history of the planet. Students will be able to talk intelligently about changes to the Earth’s environment, long-term trends and human-induced ruptures, about the Great Acceleration, the Seventh Extinction, and planetary boundaries. An understanding of the Anthropocene has two functions: it shows how we got to where we are today; and it shows how we might be able to deflect some of the worst impacts that humanity has on the globe.

			Throughout the course, students will be acquainted with theoretical perspectives from a variety of different disciplines. They will learn skills for analytical reading and discussion, and apply theoretical insights to their own research. They will learn to consider contemporary environmental issues from a long-term perspective and to situate local issues in a global context.

			Through their writing and class assignments, they will improve their skills in communicating ideas and arguments to their peers and a broader public.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Students will learn about the Anthropocene through “documents of culture” and “documents of nature”, through global analysis and local observation, through readings and field trips. Classroom discussion – in groups or in the plenary – will be central. Students will be required to formulate mini responses to the readings and write a short synthetic essay. They will also produce a media project (photo, video, or similar) and do background research on this.

			Weekly Mini-Reponses and classroom discussion (40 % of grade). For each of the required class readings students will need to come up with two questions of clarification or curiosity. Full credit will be given to responses that are thoughtful and provocative; and to students who take an active part in the classroom discussion.

			Final Synthetic Essay (20%). Students will write a short think piece that explains how the course as a whole has changed the way they think about Venice and the world in which we live. Alternatively, they can write a think piece that focuses on a more specific topic (like “Is there such a thing as a Good Anthropocene”?) and links it to some of the texts and observations of our class.

			Creative Media Project (e.g. photo essay, 3-minute video, or creative text) (40%). This format gives students the opportunity to use different media and accompanying text. In order to document their research, they will need to write an accompanying text with a short research bibliography.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The following is a preliminary schedule. Readings and assignments will be adjusted depending on the familiarity of students with the topics and their pre-knowledge. This means that we may drop some of the texts/ reduce the reading load and/ or add new texts depending on student interests. Dates of field trips will be added at a later point; typically, they will be scheduled for Fridays. Some of the assignments are listed in the syllabus. They may, however, change depending on where our classroom discussions lead us. Students will be provided with a copy of Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2022), Venice and the Anthropocene: An Ecocritical Guide. Venice: Wetlands.

						
			Week 1: Introduction – Humans on the Planet

			
			Readings

			Sauer, C. (1956). “The Agency of Man on the Earth”. Thomas, W.L. Jr. (ed.), Man’s Role in Changing the Face of the Earth (pp. 49-69). University of Chicago Press.

			Tiffin, H. (2023). “Human Overpopulation: The Elephant in the Greenhouse”. Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Review, 5. see resource

			Li, S. (2024). “Sinking or Sailing: Venice’s Overtourism Dilemma and the Search for Solutions”. Foreign Affairs Review. see resource


			

						
			Week 2: What Is the Anthropocene? And What Is It Good For?

			
			Readings

			Crutzen, P., and Stoermer, E. (2000). “The Anthropocene”. IGBT Newsletter, 41, 17-18. see resource

			Steffen, W. et al. (2015). “The Trajectory of the Anthropocene: The Great Acceleration”. The Anthropocene Review, 2(1), 1-18.

			Zalasiewicz, J. et al. (2024). “The Meaning of the Anthropocene: Why It Matters Even Without a Formal Geological Definition”. Nature, 980-984. see resource

			Optional readings

			Adeney, J., and Zalasiewicz, J. (2020). Strata and Three Stories (pp. 43-67). Rachel Carson Center. see resource

			Videos

			McNeill, J. (2015). Anthropocene. KTH Environmental Humanities Laboratory. watch video

			The Anthropocene: The Age of Mankind (2017). VPRO Documentary. watch video


			

			
			Week 3: The Anthropocene and Deep Time – Promises, Critiques, Pitfalls of the Anthropocene

			
			Assignment: Find Traces of Deep Time in Venice! What was there before humans arrived in the lagoon? Or write a mini text about Deep Time in Venice.

			Readings

			Armiero, M. (2021). “Wasteocene: Stories from the Global Dump”. Wasteocene: Stories from the Global Dump (pp. 1-15). Cambridge University Press.

			Malm, A., and Hornborg, A. (2014). “The Geology of Mankind? A Critique of the Anthropocene Narrative”. The Anthropocene Review, 1(1), 62-69.

			Sörlin, S. (2018). “The Mirror: Testing the Counter-Anthropocene”. Mitman, G., Nixon, R., and Alston, J.E.M. (eds.), Future Remains: A Cabinet of Curiosities for the Anthropocene (pp. 169-181). University of Chicago Press.

			Nixon, R. (2018). “The Anthropocene: The Promise and Pitfalls of an Epochal Idea”. Mitman, G., Nixon, R., and Alston, J.E.M. (eds.), Future Remains: A Cabinet of Curiosities for the Anthropocene (pp. 1-18). University of Chicago Press.

			Matza, T., and Heller, N. (2018). “Anthropocene in a Jar”. Mitman, G., Nixon, R., and Alston, J.E.M. (eds.), Future Remains: A Cabinet of Curiosities for the Anthropocene (pp. 21-28). University of Chicago Press.

			Ginn, F. et al. (2018). “Unexpected Encounters with Deep Time”. Environmental Humanities, 10, 213-225. see resource

			Omodeo, P.D., and Trevisani, S. (2022). “The Critical Environment of the Venice Lagoon: A Fuzzy Anthropocene Boundary”. Anthropocene Curriculum. see resource


			

						
			Week 4: The Lagoon

			
			Readings

			Porzionato, M. (2021). “Assemblages in the Venetian Lagoon: Humans, Water, and Multiple Historical Flows”. Shima, 1, 121-136. see resource

			Luzzini, F. (2022). “‘The Floating Price of Beauty’: Water and Land Management in Venice Through the Centuries”. Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.), Venice and the Anthropocene (pp. 29-32). Wetlands.

			Bondesan, A., and Furlanet, P. (2012). “Artificial Fluvial Diversions in the Mainland of the Lagoon of Venice During the 16th and 17th Centuries Inferred by Historical Cartography Analysis”. Géomorphologie: Relief, Processus, Environnement, 18(2), 175-200.

			Vianello, R. (2021). “The MOSE Machine: An Anthropological Approach to the Building of a Flood Safeguard Project in the Venetian Lagoon”. Shima, 15(1), 94-120. see resource


			

			
			Week 5: The Birth of Venice

			
			Readings

			Calaon, D. (2017). “The Birth of Venice: Water, Timber, and Manpower: Reinterpreting the Origins of the Lagoon City Without History Books, or Almost”. Ligabue Magazine, 172-185. see resource

			Mauch, C. (2014). The Growth of Trees: A Historical Perspective on Sustainability (Chapters 1 & 3, Chapters 2 & 4 optional). oekom Verlag. see resource

			Appuhn, K.R. (2010). A Forest on the Sea: Environmental Expertise in Renaissance Venice (pp. 1-19). The Johns Hopkins University Press. see resource


			

						
			Week 6: Seeing Like a State and Seeing for Yourself

			
			Assignment: Identify six ways of looking at Venice?

			Field trips to Torcello and La Certosa [need to be scheduled].

			Readings

			Scott, J.C. (1998). Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed. Yale University Press.

			Price, J. (2006). “Thirteen Ways of Seeing Nature in Los Angeles”. The Believer, 33, 3-13.


			

			
			Week 7: Drinking Water in a Saltwater Sea

			
			Assignment: Finding water in Venice.

			Readings

			Gentilcore, D. (2021). “The Cistern-System of Early Modern Venice: Technology, Politics and Culture in a Hydraulic Society”. Water History, 375-406. see resource


			

			
			Week 8: A Polluted World – A Polluted Lagoon

			
			Readings

			Mauch, C., and Carson, R. (2013). “Silent Spring”. Robin, L., Sörlin, S., and Warde, P. (eds.), The Future of Nature: Documents of Global Change (pp. 195-203). Yale University Press.

			Iovino, S. (2016). “Cognitive Justice and the Truth of Biology: Death (and Life) in Venice”. Ecocriticism in Italy (pp. 47-82). Bloomsbury.

			Tsionki, M. (2022). “Porto Maghera”. Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.), Venice and the Anthropocene (pp. 135-138). Wetlands.

			Longhin, E. (2022). “Barene and Petrochemicals”. Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.), Venice and the Anthropocene (pp. 51-54). Wetlands.


			

			
			Week 9: Extinction – Endangered Species and an Endangered City

			
			Readings

			Heise, U.K. (2017). “Lost Dogs, Last Birds, and Listed Species: Elegy and Comedy in Conservation Stories”. Imagining Extinction: The Cultural Meanings of Endangered Species (pp. 19-54). University of Chicago Press. see resource

			Kolbert, E. (2014). The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History (pp. 4-22). Picador.

			Begum, T. (2021). “What Is Mass Extinction and Are We Facing a Sixth One?”. Natural History Museum London. see resource


			

			
			Week 10: Climate Change and Environmental Justice

			
			Readings

			Alba, R., Klepp, S., and Bruns, A. (2020). “Environmental Justice and the Politics of Climate Change Adaptation: The Case of Venice”. Geographica Helvetica, 75, 363-368. see resource

			Kelman, I. (2021). “Does Flooding Define the Aquapelago? Constructing Venice’s Flood Disaster Risk Personality”. Shima, 15, 80-93. see resource


			

			
			Week 11: Hope or Nope? “Venice Is not Sinking – Ha!”

			
			Assignment: What would you save?

			Readings

			Mauch, C. (2019). Slow Hope: Rethinking Ecologies of Crisis and Fear. München: Rachel Carson Center. see resource

			Robins, N.E. (2021). “Venice: A Future for a Dying City”. Oxford Urbanist. see resource


			

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			
			I am planning to provide students with readings (20-50 pages obligatory per week). The texts in the bibliography below can help with further reading.

			
			


			
			Angus, I. (2016). Facing the Anthropocene: Fossil Capitalism and the Crisis of the Earth System. New York: Monthly Review Press, 137-151.

			Appuhn, K. (2009). A Forest on the Sea: Environmental Expertise in Renaissance Venice. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

			Autin, W.J., and Holbrook, J.M. (2012). “Is the Anthropocene an Issue of Stratigraphy or Pop Culture?”. GSA Today, 22(7), 60-61.

			Barnovsky, A.D., and Hadley, E. (2016). Tipping Point for Planet Earth: How Close Are We to the Edge?. New York: Thomas Dunne Books.

			Bondesan, A. (2017). “Geomorphological Processes and Landscape Evolution of the Lagoon of Venice”. Soldati, M., and Marchetti, M. (eds.), Landscapes and Landforms of Italy (pp. 175-200). Cham: Springer.
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			Smil, V. (2011). “Nitrogen Cycle and World Food Production”. World Agriculture, 2, 9-13.
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			Course description

			Colonialism is usually understood in political and economic terms, but it is also about the radical and often irreversible transformation of whole environments – the social/natural landscape: forms of cultivation and livelihoods, roads and infrastructures, markets and networks, and so on. The course will discuss colonial processes, pre-industrial and modern, in a variety of historical and geographical settings. While focusing on case studies, the course should introduce students to problems and traditions of research. We will explore a range of questions: How were landscapes and environments imagined by empires, administrators, entrepreneurs and indigenous peoples – and how were competing visions inscribed in changing landscapes? How do pre-modern processes of colonization differ from modern ones? A recent wave of research has focused on settler colonialism. In what ways does settler colonialism a distinct phenomenon, worthy of our attention? Can we discern the connections and differences between the transformations wrought by conquering elites and plantation economies, and by large-scale settler colonization? The course aims to provide students with a set of tools for analyzing such processes, and an opportunity to rethink seemingly familiar landscapes.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			None is needed. The course clearly focuses on historical processes, but should be accessible to students interested in branches of social/cultural studies.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			The course is not intended to be encyclopaedic or to cover the full range of historical experiences. Its focus is on developing critical reflection and research skills: 1) developing participants’ ability to connect case studies and theoretical concepts; 2) critically analyzing theoretical frameworks; 3) defamiliarizing current, familiar social and material landscapes and reconsidering the role of “deep”, less visible histories in their development; 4) exploring the supralocal contexts in which local environments are shaped; 5) offering participants ways to move beyond moralizing discourses of guilt to a reasoned discussion of social responsibility.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The course is based on a intensive class discussion of the research literature and various types of evidence. The introductory part should provide a conceptual toolbox and some basic familiarity with the problematic, based on class discussion of key texts and a pre-modern case study. Towards the middle of the seminar, groups of 2-3 students, depending on the size of the group, would be formed to work on a case study and present their project and its presumed specificity to the class. The middle part of the course should consider early modern and modern case studies, and towards the end the projects would be discussed in a variety of formats.

			_ Assessment will be based on class participation (40%).

			_ A short interim written assignment (20%).

			_ A final written paper/project (40%).

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The plan consists of three thematic clusters – approaches, topics, and cases – and includes both required and optional readings. In the course of the seminar, we may skip some case studies and introduce topics that participants wish to engage with (see description). The plan only details research literature and does not include textual and other types of evidence that we will analyze in class.

						
			1. Introduction

			
			Readings
Dirks, N.B. (ed.) (1992). “Introduction”. Colonialism and Culture (pp. 1-25). University of Michigan Press.


			

			

			2. Colonialism in the Making of Europe

			
			Readings
Bartlett, R. (1993). The Making of Europe: Conquest, Colonization and Cultural Change 950–1350 (Chapter 2, pp. 24-59). Penguin.

			Ellenblum, R. (2007). “Colonial and Anti-Colonial Interpretations of the Crusades”. Crusader Castles and Modern Histories (pp. 43-61). Cambridge University Press.


			

			

			3. Medieval Iberia

			
			Readings
Lourie, E. (1966). “A Society Organized for War: Medieval Spain”. Past and Present, 35, 54-76.


			

			

			4. Medieval and Premodern Ireland

			
			Readings
Canny, N.P. (1976). The Elizabethan Conquest of Ireland: A Pattern Established, 1565–76 (pp. 66-92). Harvester Press.

			Barber, S. (2004). “Settlement, Transplantation and Expulsion: A Comparative Study of the Placement of Peoples”. Brady, C., and Ohlmeyer, J.H. (eds.), British Interventions in Early Modern Ireland (pp. 280-298). Cambridge University Press.


			

			

			5. From Europe’s Western Frontier to the New World

			
			Readings
Hay, D. (1975). “England, Scotland and Europe: The Problem of the Frontier”. TRHS, 25(5th series), 77-91.


			

			

			6. Imagining the Local Landscape and Inscribing Possession

			
			Readings
Pearce, R.H. (1952). “The ‘Ruines of Mankind’: The Indian and the Puritan Mind”. Journal of the History of Ideas, 13, 200-217.

			Seed, P. (1995). Ceremonies of Possession in Europe’s Conquest of the New World 1492–1640 (pp. 1-15). Cambridge University Press.


			

			

			7. Humans and Non-Humans in Colonial Environments

			
			Readings
Richter, D.K. (2001). “Confronting a Material New World”. Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America (pp. 41-68). Harvard University Press.


			

			

			8. Modern Colonialism and Settler Colonialism

			
			Readings
Finzsch, N. (2008). “‘[...] Extirpate or Remove that Vermine’: Genocide, Biological Warfare, and Settler Imperialism in the Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Century”. Journal of Genocide Research, 10(2), 215-232.


			

			

			9. Intellectuals and the Colonial Imagination

			
			Readings
Bauman, Z. (1992). “Legislators and Interpreters: Culture as the Ideology of the Intellectuals”. Intimations of Postmodernity (pp. 1-25). Routledge.
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			Course description

			How did people in the late Middle Ages conceive of the relationships between themselves and the natural world? How did early English literature react to, and characterize the environment that is an increasingly pressing concern for our own contemporary context? This module will explore the many roles that early literature played not just in reflecting the environment, but also in constructing and shaping human interactions with the natural world.

			The module examines literary representations of the natural environment and investigates the kinds of relationships they posit between human and non-human. It will focus in particular on rivers and oceans, deserts, wilderness spaces, and the forest as both a hunting terrain and the refuge of outlaws (Robin Hood). It will discuss some medieval personifications of nature: the Green Knight, the Goddess Natura, and several more fantastical environments, either located overseas beyond the known world or within a religiously conceived Otherworld.

			The module will also explore representations of the constructed environment, reading literary texts that explore habitation within and interaction with different kinds of crafted space, from the spatial strictures of the anchorhold (a religious cell for a solitary nun or hermit), to the landmarks of medieval Jerusalem, to the enclosed garden of earthly love.

			We will work with theoretical approaches such as eco-criticism and Lefebvre’s Production of Space and encounter a wide range of medieval English primary source material (and some classical texts) in modern translation, as well as watching and discussing two films.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			None.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Upon completing this course students should be able to:

			_ Read and analyze medieval texts focused on space and environment (in modern translation);

			_ Read and discuss theoretical texts linked to the course’s subject;

			_ Be able to apply theoretical knowledge to the primary material;

			_ Think more globally about encountering other cultures and other values, in order to develop an understanding of the ways in which representations of space and environment are culturally contingent.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The method of instruction will consist in a variety of pedagogical approaches. The teacher will provide lectures for about 40 minutes per session for some of the sessions. These will be followed by small group discussions and workshop activities, which will be concluded by brief informal presentations by the students. During sessions, we will also facilitate discussion which compares the ways in which our different cultural backgrounds impact the way we define our relationship to space and environment. This realization of the culturally-contingent character of spatial perception will give us a better understanding of medieval reactions to the natural environment, and the way human and non-human life forms are represented in their interactions with one another.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Students’ grades will be composed of three elements:

			_ A mid-term commentary on a short textual extract (30%);

			_ Class participation (10%);

			_ Final essay (60%).

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Week 1 – Introduction

			Theorizations of the environment and space in the Middle Ages

			The Golden Age: Chaucer, The Former Age; Virgil, Arcadia

			
			


			
			Week 2 – Rivers and Ocean

			Achilleus’ fight with the river (Homer); Vision of river god Tiber (Virgil). 			

			The Voyage of St Brendan (Irish)

			
			


			
			Week 3 – Desert

			St Jerome, Life of Paul of Thebes and Life of Malchus

			The Early English Desert: extracts from Bede, Life of St Cuthbert, Life of Guthlac

			
			


			
			Week 4 – Anchorhold (Religious Confinement)

			Ancrene Wisse; Anchoress (film)

			
			


			
			Week 5

			Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Fitt 1: the Green Knight; Fitt 2: Wilderness

			
			


			
			Week 6

			Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Fitt 3: Hunting Forest; Fitt 4: Green Chapel

			
			


			
			Week 7

			The Green Knight (film); mid-term commentary

			
			


			
			Week 8 – Global Environments

			The Travels of Sir John Mandeville

			i) Jerusalem; ii) The Land of Prester John

			
			


			
			Week 9 – Otherworldly Enivronments

			The Vision of Tundale (Irish)

			
			


			
			Week 10 – Gardens

			Roman de la Rose (extract); Chaucer, The Merchant’s Tale, The Franklin’s Tale

			
			


			
			Week 11 – The Goddess “Natura”

			Roman de la Rose (extract); Chaucer, The Parlement of Foules

			
			


			
			Week 12 – Forest

			Robin Hood Tales

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography


			All primary texts will be made available in modern English translations as pdfs on the course Moodle page, and as a printed Reader.


			



			For primary texts in Middle English

			Ancrene Wisse. see resource

			Benson, L.D. (ed.) (2008). The Riverside Chaucer (3rd ed.). Oxford University Press.

			The Book of John Mandeville. see resource

			Harvard’s Geoffrey Chaucer Website. see resource

			Putter, A., and Stokes, M. (eds.) (2014). The Works of the Gawain Poet: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Pearl, Cleanness, Patience. Penguin.
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			Secondary literature, general
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			McAvoy, L.H. (2021). The Enclosed Garden and the Medieval Religious Imaginary. D.S. Brewer.
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			Nardizzi, V. (2013). “Medieval Ecocriticism”. Postmedieval, 4, 112-123.
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			Turner, M. (2013). A Handbook of Middle English Studies. Wiley-Blackwell Publishing.

			Westling, L.H. (ed.) (2014). The Cambridge Companion to Literature and the Environment. Cambridge University Press.

			
			


			
			Secondary literature, text specific

			An exhaustive list of secondary literature is available on the course webpage.
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Tel Aviv University
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 			Gadi Algazi is a social historian, who teaches at the Department of History at Tel Aviv University and currently serves as director of the Minerva Center for German History there. His main fields of interest are the social and cultural history of Western Europe between 1350 and 1600, historical anthropology (especially the history of family, kinship and gender), the social history of colonialism in Israel/Palestine, particularly after 1948, and the history of science. Most recent publications: “Kepler’s Labors: Figurations of Scholarly Work c. 1600,” History of Science 61:4 (2023); “Nomadizing the Bedouin: Displacement, Resistance and Patronage in the Northern Negev under Israeli Rule, 1951/1952,” Journal of Palestine Studies 53:1 (2024); “The First Act in the Struggle of the Ma‘barot, 1951-1952: Contestation amid Subjection”, in Dafna Hirsch (ed.), Entangled Histories in Palestine/Israel: Historical and Anthropological Perspectives (New York, 2024).
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			Since July 2022 Research Fellow in International Law at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. PhD in “Law Market and Person” (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, Italy) and “Politican Science and Regional Governance” (Astrakhan State University, Russian Federetion). Professional practice involves international legal consulting and analysus, with an emphasis on the Eurasian (Russia and Central Asia) region and business relations. A large deal of the activity consists in drafting opinions, negotiating partnerships and dealing with disputes in ADR frameworks. Academic research activity covers public international law, international organizations law, regional integration law and the development of transnational and supranational legal orders, international business law with a special focus on trade wars and the role played by the non-State actors specially in terms of business and human rights. In addition, during the Covid-19 pandemic the research interests have expanded to the field of the new forms of interaction within the international community and the regulation of new technologies, researching issues such as responsibility for cyberoperations and artificial intelligence and the law of the blockchain.
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			Laurea in Foreign Languages and Literature (Ca’ Foscari), doctorate in Francophone Literature (Bologna). Specialized in Language Teaching with Advanced Technology (Ca’ Foscari). Member of the management staff and instructor in Italian for foreigners at the Istituto Venezia, Italian Language School in Venice and Trieste. Was Teaching Assistant in Francophone Literature at Ca’ Foscari, with special interest in Black Africa. Author of several articles on African Francophone Literature. Coordinator of the Italian as a Foreign Language courses at VIU since Fall 2001.
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			Degree in Classical Literature and Specialization in Classical Philology (Padova), PhD in Greek and Latin Philology (Urbino). Associate Professor of Greek Literature at Iuav, teaching “Iconology and Classical Tradition” and “Greek and Latin sources for the History of Art and Architecture”. She is also Director of classicA, Iuav’s Centre for Research and Studies on Architecture and the Classical Tradition; Visiting Professor of Ancient Dramaturgy at the University of Catania; Member of the Board of the International Association of Renaissance Studies “Artes Renascentes” and Italian representative of Arc-Net (European Network of Research and Documentation of Performances of Ancient Greek Drama). Research interests in Ancient Theatre (structures of Greek Tragedy; evolution of Early Drama; political functions of Greek Tragedy; revival of Classical Drama in the 20th century), the culture of Late Antiquity (the Hellenistic novel), the transition from Paganism to Christianity, from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance, and the dynamics of the Classical Tradition and its afterlife in Western Art and Literature.
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			With a PhD in Architecture, City, and Design, he specializes in managing climate change adaptation and the built environment. As the Research Manager at Iuav, Carlo oversees EU-funded projects in Horizon, Prima, Interreg, and Life programs, with a focus on territorial governance and climate resilience. He co-coordinates the UNESCO Chair in Heritage & Urban Regeneration and serves as a Climate Ambassador for the European Climate Pact. He is a member of the UNFCCC Roster of Experts on Climate Adaptation.
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			Postdoctoral research fellow in International Law at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. She holds a PhD in “Law, Market and Person”, awarded by the Double PhD Program at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice and Astrakhan State University, where she developed an interdisciplinary research on international institutional law, with a focus on the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. Her academic interests span from human rights law, with a particular focus on women’s rights (particularly sexual and reproductive rights and the right to health) to international environmental law, with a focus on ecocentrism, sustainability and rights of animals. She is also interested in critical approaches to international legal studies, such as the feminist method and eco-centric approaches to law. She has published both in international and national journals on the above-mentioned topics, and has participated in international and national conferences presenting her research. She is also part of the winning Team WHALE who was awarded a Jean Monnet module in 2023 to establish the first course on animal rights and law at Ca’ Foscari University (coordinator Prof. Sara De Vido).
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			Sara De Vido, PhD in international law, University of Padua, Italy. Associate professor of international law, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, Italy. Member of the Academic Council, VIU, Venice, Italy. Delegate of the Rector for gender equality and for the Holocaust Remembrance Day, Ca’ Foscari University, Venice, Italy. Affiliate to the Manchester international law Centre, UK. Main interests of research: countering violence against women in international and European law, environmental law, rights of nature and ecocentric approaches to law. She has been teaching at VIU since 2016, where she also started the Model European Union, a simulation of the activity of EU legislative bodies. Among her publications, the book Violence Against Women’s Health in International Law, Manchester University press, 2020; a report for the European Commission on the criminalization of violence against women in 31 European States, 2021; the chapter Health, in Tipping Points in International Law (J. Haskell and J. d’Aspremont eds), Cambridge University Press, 2021.
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			Claudia Faraone is an architect, specialized in European urban and territorial design (EMU), holding a European PhD in urbanism and policy-making. She conducts research and teaching activities at various Italian and European architecture universities that deals with the process and outcomes of space production cultures within urban and territorial regeneration, reconstruction and innovation contexts. She combines research with professional activity and she is founding member and president of ETICity – Exploring Territories, Imagining the City association. She has authored and edited contributions in books and specialized journals, recently she wrote Abitare collettivo. Temporalità, rigenerazioni e innovazioni urban(istich)e nell’area metropolitana veneziana (Aracne, 2023) and edited Città e lavoro. Spazi, attori e pratiche della transizione tra Mestre e Marghera (Quodlibet, 2021). She showed her work at the Architecture Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia (2014, 2018) and La Spezia City Museum (2018).
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			Francesco Goglia is Associate Professor of Migration and Multilingualism at the University of Exeter. His research interests include multilingualism and language contact in immigrant communities, code-switching, language maintenance and shift, Italian and Italo-Romance dialects abroad. He has published chapters and articles on multilingualism among immigrant and diasporic communities in Italy, Portugal and Australia. In the last years, he has published extensively on the topic of onward migration and sociolinguistic issues. His research on this topic was supported by the Leverhulme Research Fellowship project ‘Onward migration from Italy to the UK: sociolinguistic implications’ (2019-2021).
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			Shinji Hasegawa is a Professor of International Business at Waseda University’s Faculty of Social Sciences. He earned his DEA in Economic Development from the University of Aix-Marseille II and received his doctorate in Management from the University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne. His current research focuses on the location strategies of multinational firms, the roles of multinational subsidiaries, foreign-owned firms in Japan, diversity management, sustainable management, multinational strategy and organization, international strategic alliances, and the theory of foreign direct investment. He has served for many years as a researcher and advisor to the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), the Cabinet Office, the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC, formerly the Export-Import Bank of Japan), the Institute for International Trade and Investment (ITI), and the Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO). Since 2003, he has been a selection committee member for the French Government Scholarship Examination.
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			Professor Hadas Mamane is head of the Environmental Engineering Program and the Water-Energy (WE) Lab, Tel Aviv University, Israel. She received her Ph.D. from Duke University, USA. Her research focuses on the disinfection and oxidation of contaminated water and wastewater and the conversion of agriculture and textile waste to valuable products by integrating solar light, UV light-emitting diodes (LED), ozone, photo-catalysis, and nanomaterials. She is passionate about developing decentralized, effective, scalable, point-of-use (POU) systems suitable for treating water and sewage ponds and providing safe water in rural and low-income areas. Prof Mamane was appointed as an adjunct faculty at the Faculty of Chemistry, IIT Madras, India. The WE lab is also engaged in educational services to the public on environmental topics.
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Venice International University
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			Ilda Mannino is the Scientific Coordinator of the Intensive Graduate Activities and of the TEN Program on Sustainability of the Venice International University. With a background in Environmental Science, her current research interests focus on Sustainable Development and Science Communication. She has a long experience in research and education projects on these themes. Among these, she is currently involved in the COALESCE Project, to develop the EU Competence Centre on Science communication and its Academy. She has taught and developed several training programs and classes. Since 2009 she has been offering the course on Globalization, Environment and Sustainable development within the VIU Globalisation Program.
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Ludwig Maximilians Universität
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			Christof Mauch is the Director of the Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, a Professor (Chair) in American Cultural History and Transatlantic Relations at LMU Munich, and an Honorary Professor in Ecological History at Renmin University, Beijing, China. He studied History, Literature, Religion, Theology, Philosophy, Drama, and Languages at the University of Tübingen, King’s College London, Leo Baeck College London, and Universidad de Salamanca. Mauch received a Dr. phil. in Modern German Literature from Tübingen and a Dr. phil. habil. in Modern History from Cologne. He is a past President of the European Society for Environmental History (2011-2013) and a former Director of the German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C. (1999-2007). Mauch is a Principal Investigator of several international research projects on topics such as Human-Wildlife Conflict, Environmental Humanities, Ecological Justice, the Military and the Environment, and Planetary Health.

			

			
 			
 				Yajun Mo
Boston College
 				[image: Yajun Mo’s portrait]


			Professor Yajun Mo is an Associate Professor of History at Boston College, specializing in modern Chinese history, gender studies, and urban history. She holds a BA in History from Fudan University, an M.Phil. in History from the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and both an MA and PhD in History from the University of California, Santa Cruz. Before joining Boston College, she taught at Albion College and Long Island University. Professor Mo’s research focuses on the intersections of tourism, gender, modernity, and urban life in 20th-century China, with a particular emphasis on cultural and social transformations. Her recent publication, Touring China: A History of Travel Culture, 1912-1949, explores the development of travel culture in modern China.

			

			
 			
 				Paolo Moro
Università degli Studi di Padova
 				[image: Paolo Moro’s portrait]


			Paolo Moro is Full Professor of Philosophy of Law and Legal Informatics at the University of Padua (Italy), where he is the President of the Degree Course of Law 2.0 (Treviso Campus). PhD in Philosophy of Law, he is also a Lawyer qualified for the Supreme Court in Italy. He is Scientific Director of the Journal of Ethics and Legal Technologies (Padova University Press) and he has published various books, papers and chapters about Legal Rhetoric, Legal Informatics and TechnoLaw, Legal Education and Sports Law. He is Director of two second-level Masters at the University of Padua, dedicated to Metaverse and Legal Informatics and Teaching Law and Economics and he is the founder of CollectIUS, search, discussion and filing digital platform of TechnoLaw cases. He was Visiting Scholar in various universities in Europe and overseas (Kingston University of London, Universidad de Cordoba, Fordham University of New York, New South Wales University of Sydney, Australian National University of Canberra).

			

			
			
				Cary Moskovitz
Duke University
 				[image: Cary Moskovitz’s portrait]


			B.S., M.S. and Ph.D. in aerospace engineering (North Carolina State University); Master of Architecture (Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University). He served on the faculties of Virginia Tech, Westbrook College, and the University of New England before joining the Writing Program at Duke University in 2001 where he is Professor of the Practice in Writing. He served as Director of Writing in the Disciplines at Duke from 2006-2023. He is founder and director of the Text Recycling Research Project. His articles and essays related to the teaching of writing and text recycling (AKA “self-plagiarism”) have appeared in such publications as The Chronicle of Higher Education, Science, The Journal of College Science Teaching, European Science Editing, and Science and Engineering Ethics. He is co-author (with Lynn Smith-Lovin) of Writing in Sociology: A Brief Guide (Oxford University Press). He is an internationally recognized scholar on the ethical, legal, and policy aspects of text recycling – the reuse of materials from one’s previously written documents. His other research interests include scientific writing and information literacy. In addition to courses in writing, he has taught courses in science, technology and society; physics; American architecture; and mathematics.

			


			
				Francesco Musco
Università Iuav di Venezia
 				[image: Francesco Musco’s portrait]


			Francesco Musco is an urban planner and architect with a PhD in Analysis and Governance of Sustainable Development from Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. He is a Full Professor of Urban and Environmental Planning at the Department of Architecture and Arts at Iuav. As Director of Research (2021-2027) and co-leader of the UNESCO Chair on Heritage and Urban Regeneration, Francesco focuses on integrating multidisciplinary approaches to spatial planning and sustainability, with emphasis on bottom-up public policies. He has led several EU-funded projects on climate adaptation and maritime spatial planning and plays a significant role in international research networks. Since November 2024 he is President of CORILA Consortium for coordination of research activities concerning the Venice lagoon system.

			


			
				Luca Pes
Venice International University
 				[image: Luca Pes’ portrait]


			B.Sc. (Econ.) in History and Government (LSE), Laurea in History (Ca’ Foscari), Ph.D. in Italian Studies (Reading). Vice Dean, Director of the Globalization Program at VIU, where he has taught every semester since the beginning of academic activities in 1997. Coordinator of the One Theme Project of the BA in Global Governance, Tor Vergata University, Rome. Was Professor of Modern and Contemporary History at San Raffaele University, Milan. Has taught Urban and Contemporary History at Iuav and Contemporary History at Ca’ Foscari. Was recognized Adjunct Associate Professor of European Studies at Duke (2011-2016). Published mostly on Venetian 19th-21st Century Cultural and Social History, on the Methodology of Local and Urban History and of History of the Present. Research areas include Teaching in Multicultural and Multidisciplinary contexts, Cinema and History, Italian Society, Diaries and Historiography, Venice in the 21st Century.

			


			
				Denis Renevey
Université de Lausanne
 				[image: Denis Renevey’s portrait]


			Licence en lettres (Fribourg); PhD (Oxford); Habilitation venia legendi in Medieval English Literature and Language (Fribourg). Professor of Medieval English Language and Literature at the English Department of the University of Lausanne, Switzerland, where he is an active member of the Centre of Medieval and Post-Medieval Studies. Co-founder of the Swiss Association of Medieval and Early Modern English. Specialized in late medieval and devotional literature, medieval religious writings for and by women, Chaucer and his fourteenth-century contemporaries. Co-edited, among other things: A Companion to “The Doctrine of the Hert”: The Middle English Translation and its Latin and European Contexts, The Medieval Translator/Traduire au Moyen Age: Lost in Translation? (2010), Revisiting the Medieval North of England: Interdisciplinary (2019), Late Medieval Devotional Compilations in England (2020), Late Medieval Devotion to Saints from the North of England (2022). He is the author of Language, Self and Love: Hermeneutics in the Writings of Richard Rolle and the Commentaries on the Song of Song (2001) and Devotion to the Name of Jesus in Medieval English Literature, c. 1100-c. 1530. He is co-editor of the book series “Religion and Culture in the Middle Ages” published by the University of Wales Press.

			


			
				Paolo Sommaggio
Università degli Studi di Padova
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			Paolo Sommaggio has been an Associate Professor since 2005 (confirmed in 2008). He is qualified as a Full Professor (ASN 28/03/2017) of Philosophy of Law at the University of Padua where he teaches Ethics and Commons. He is President of the Degree Course of Third Sector Jurist (Non-profit Counselor). PhD in Philosophy of Law, he is also a Lawyer qualified for the Supreme Court in Italy. He published various books, papers, and chapters about Legal Reasoning, Biolaw, Legal Education, and Philosophy of Law. He was a Visiting Scholar at various universities in Europe and overseas (among others, Kingston University of London, University of Surrey, Columbia University NY, University of Zurich, University of Granada). He is a member of the teaching staff PhD School of Law at the University of Padua, the Postgraduate School for Legal Professions of the Universities of Trento and Verona, and he also teaches in the Forensic schools of Trento, Brescia, Bolzano, Pordenone, and Belluno. He is a member of the scientific committee of the editorial series “Diritto Moderno ed Interpretazione Classica” (FrancoAngeli), “Jura. Temi e problemi del diritto” (ETS) and “Quadrato delle Opposizioni” (Mimesis). Currently, he is teaching at the University of Padua and is a consultant for the Italian Ministry of Justice.

			


			
				Maria Chiara Tosi
Università Iuav di Venezia
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			Maria Chiara Tosi, PhD in Urbanism, is Full Professor in Urban Design at Iuav University of Venice where she is also the Director of the School of Doctorate Studies. She has been part of numerous national and international research projects on the study of the morphology and evolution of urban settlements. She is Iuav representative in Venice International University Academic Council, has been Expert for the Panel “Science and Technology of Constructions and the Built Environment” at the Research Foundation Flanders FWO-Belgium, and currently responsible for the Double Degree in Architecture with the College of Architecture and Urban Planning of Tongji University.

			


			
				Christiania Whitehead
Université de Lausanne
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			Christiania Whitehead is currently a Privat-Docent and Swiss National Science Foundation senior research fellow at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland, working in the domain of Medieval English literature. She teaches Middle English literature regularly at the universities of Lausanne, Bern and Geneva. Prior to this, until 2019, she was Professor of Middle English Literature at the University of Warwick, England. Her recent publications include The Afterlife of St Cuthbert: Place, Texts and Ascetic Tradition, 690-1500 (Cambridge University Press, 2020), and, co-edited with Denis Renevey and Hazel Blair, Late Medieval Devotion to Saints from the North of England: New Directions (Brepols, 2022).

			


			
				Giulia Zanon
Università Iuav di Venezia
 				[image: Giulia Zanon’s portrait]


			She graduated from Università Iuav di Venezia with a Master’s thesis on the Byzantine facies of St Mark in Giovanni and Gentile Bellini’s La Predica di San Marco ad Alessandria d’Egitto and a PhD on the history of Aby Warburg’s Mnemosyne Atlas. Her interests focus in general on cultural history and her research mainly on Warburgian studies, the survival of antiquity in the Renaissance, and the relationship between image and word. She is a teaching assistant at the Universities of Venezia and Padova, as well as a member of the Centro Studi ClassicA and the Seminario Mnemosyne. She is a member of La Rivista di Engramma journal editorial board since 2021, for which she has edited several monographic issues. She has recently published: Mnemosyne 46. The Florentine Nymph’s Step, Venezia 2024.

			

 	
 			Office Hours & Contacts


 			Corridor 2: Ground floor, next to Globalization Program main office

			MacLab: 1st floor, Library Area N.B. Your VIUcard is required to access

			Corridor 7: Ground floor, next to the stairs to the library and MacLab

			Corridor 6: 1st floor, before the classrooms (9A/9B/9C/9D)

			Corridor 5: 1st floor, access from the stairs halfway in the corridor leading from the main entrance to the cafeteria

	
			



			Gadi Algazi

			algazi@tauex.tau.ac.il

			Office: 7-U

			+39 041 2719 533


			



			Patricio Ignacio Barbirotto

			patricio.barbirotto@unive.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

				
			



			Massimo Brunzin

			brunzin@istitutovenezia.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

		
			



			Monica Centanni

			centanni@iuav.it

			Office: 6-I

			+39 041 2719 574


			



			Carlo Federico dall’Omo

			carlo.dallomo@iuav.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546


			



			Sara Dal Monico

			sara.dalmonico@unive.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520


			



			Sara De Vido

			sara.devido@unive.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520


			



			Carola Drago

			caroladrago.cd@gmail.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576


			



			Claudia Faraone

			claudiafaraone@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

		
			



			Francesco Goglia

			f.goglia@exeter.ac.uk

			Office: 7-R

			+39 041 2719 518


			



			Shinji Hasegawa

			hasegawa@waseda.jp

			Office: 7-Q

			+39 041 2719 531

		
			



			Hadas Mamane Steindel

			hadasmg@tauex.tau.ac.il

			Office: 5-O

			+39 041 2719 573


			



			Ilda Mannino

			ilda.mannino@univiu.org

			Office: 5-R

			+39 041 2719 571


			



			Christof Mauch

			mauch@lmu.de

			Office: 7-P

			+39 041 2719 575

				
			



			Yajun Mo

			yajun.mo@bc.edu

			Office: 7-T

			+39 041 2719 534


			



			Paolo Moro

			paolo.moro@unipd.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

		
			



			Cary Moskovitz

			cmosk@duke.edu

			Office: 7-S

			+39 041 2719 521


			



			Francesco Musco

			francesco.musco@iuav.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546


			



			Luca Pes

			luca.pes@univiu.org

			Office: 2-B

			+39 041 2719 535


			



			Denis Renevey

			denis.renevey@unil.ch

			Office: 7-C

			+39 041 2719 553


			



			Paolo Sommaggio

			paolo.sommaggio@unipd.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

		
			



			Maria Chiara Tosi

			mariachiara.tosi@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520


			



			Laura Ventruto

			lauraventruto@yahoo.it

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576


			



			Christiania Whitehead

			christiania.whitehead@unil.ch

			Office: 7-C

			+39 041 2719 553

		
			



			Giulia Zanon

			gzanon@iuav.it

			Office: 6-I

			+39 041 2719 574

 	
 			Weekly Schedule

 			2nd Semester of AY 2024–25 (Spring 2025)


 			
			Quick links


			
			
					Monday
					Tuesday
					Wednesday
			

			
					Thursday
					Friday
					Holidays
			

			

			

			
			


			
			
			
			

			Monday



			
			9.00 - 10.30

			
			



			
			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			




			

			
			10.45 - 12.15

			
			




			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2501
 History of Venice, Pes


			



			S2525
 Colonial Landscapes: Premodern and Modern Transformations, Algazi


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2505
 Intercultural Communication, Goglia

			
			



			S2510
 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development, De Vido, Dal Monico & Barbirotto

			
			



			S2523
 How Humanists explore Environments, Concepts, Methods, and Interpretations, Mauch


			



			S2518
 Cities and Global Change: Urban Policy Analysis and Design, dall’Omo & Musco

						
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2502
 Italian Contemporary History in Films, Pes

			
			



			S2508
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Multilingual City, Goglia

			
			



			F2514
 Food Systems in Changing Environments, Algazi

			
			



			S2524
 The Anthropocene: Global Histories – Cultures – Politics (and Venice as an Anthropocene City), Mauch

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			Tea2B
Informal academic conversations, tea and biscuits at prof. Pes' office on Mondays

			
			






			
			
			Tuesday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2516
 Information Literacy: Green or Greenwashing?, Moskovitz

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2511
 Globalization, Environment, and Sustainable Development, Mannino

			
			



			S2504
 Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice, Centanni & Zanon


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2522
 The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common, Moro & Sommaggio


			



			S2509
 Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Globalization of Firms: Past, Present and Future, Hasegawa

			
			



			S2520
 The Modern Girl Around the World: Women, the City, and Globalization in the Early Twentieth Century, Mo


			



			S2517
 Promises and Perils of Scientific Communication in the 21st Century: Focus on Environmental and Sustainability Sciences, Moskovitz

			
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2526
 Space and Environment in Late Medieval Literature, Whitehead

			
			



			S2515
 Navigating Wastewater: Opportunities and Challenges in Treatment, Management, Reuse, and Recovery, Mamane Steindel


			



			S2521
 Inhabiting Urban Space and Sense of Place: The Heritage of 20th Century Neighborhoods in the Venice Metropolitan Area, Faraone & Tosi


			



			S2513
 Multinational Companies and Sustainability, Hasegawa

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			S2512
 Sustainable Environmental Technologies, Mamane Steindel

			
			



			S2519
 From Venice to Shanghai: Cities in World History, 1500-2000, Mo


			



			S2507
 Comparing East and West: Travel Writing in Medieval Culture, Renevey

			
			




	

			

			Wednesday

			

			
			9.00 - 10.30

			
			



			
			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			




			

			
			10.45 - 12.15

			
			




			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2501
 History of Venice, Pes


			



			S2525
 Colonial Landscapes: Premodern and Modern Transformations, Algazi


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2505
 Intercultural Communication, Goglia

			
			



			S2510
 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development, De Vido, Dal Monico & Barbirotto

			
			



			S2523
 How Humanists explore Environments, Concepts, Methods, and Interpretations, Mauch


			



			S2518
 Cities and Global Change: Urban Policy Analysis and Design, dall’Omo & Musco

						
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2502
 Italian Contemporary History in Films, Pes

			
			



			S2508
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Multilingual City, Goglia

			
			



			F2514
 Food Systems in Changing Environments, Algazi

			
			



			S2524
 The Anthropocene: Global Histories – Cultures – Politics (and Venice as an Anthropocene City), Mauch

			
			




			
			
			
			16.30 – 18.00


			



			VIULIFE Co-curricular Program
Open Lectures
Guest Lectures
Cultural Events

			
			



			


			

			Thursday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2516
 Information Literacy: Green or Greenwashing?, Moskovitz

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			S2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2511
 Globalization, Environment, and Sustainable Development, Mannino

			
			



			S2504
 Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice, Centanni & Zanon


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2522
 The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common, Moro & Sommaggio


			



			S2509
 Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Globalization of Firms: Past, Present and Future, Hasegawa

			
			



			S2520
 The Modern Girl Around the World: Women, the City, and Globalization in the Early Twentieth Century, Mo


			



			S2517
 Promises and Perils of Scientific Communication in the 21st Century: Focus on Environmental and Sustainability Sciences, Moskovitz

			
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2526
 Space and Environment in Late Medieval Literature, Whitehead

			
			



			S2515
 Navigating Wastewater: Opportunities and Challenges in Treatment, Management, Reuse, and Recovery, Mamane Steindel


			



			S2521
 Inhabiting Urban Space and Sense of Place: The Heritage of 20th Century Neighborhoods in the Venice Metropolitan Area, Faraone & Tosi


			



			S2513
 Multinational Companies and Sustainability, Hasegawa

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			S2512
 Sustainable Environmental Technologies, Mamane Steindel

			
			



			S2519
 From Venice to Shanghai: Cities in World History, 1500-2000, Mo


			



			S2507
 Comparing East and West: Travel Writing in Medieval Culture, Renevey

			
			



			


			

			Friday

			Rescheduled classes

			Friday May 16 (rescheduled classes from May 1, National holiday)

			
			


			
			Site visits, field trips

			Site visits and field trips related to courses are arranged on Fridays.

			
			



			VIU Plenary Workshop

			Friday April 11

			
			



			VeUMEU

			Friday, Saturday, Sunday May 9-11

			
			


			
			VIULIFE & Co-Curricular Program

			VIU will also organize a series of co-curricular activities on Fridays during the semester.

			
			


			
			Visits to:

			_ Palazzo Ducale

			_ Ghetto

			_ St. Mark Basilica

			_ Lagoon Tour

			_ Port of Venice and MOSE Tour

			_ ...

		
			



		
			Holidays

			NATIONAL and MUNICIPAL HOLIDAYS

			April 21

			April 25

			May 1

			
			


			
			MIDTERM BREAK

			April 21-25

			

 	
 			Academic Calendar

 			2nd Semester of AY 2024–25 (Spring 2025)

			
			Orientation week

			February 17-21

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			February 20

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			February 24

			
			



			Plenary Workshop

			April 11


			


			
			Midterm break

			April 21-25

			
			



			VeUMEU

			May 9, 10, 11

			
			


			
			Courses end

			May 23

			
			


			
			Exam week

			May 26-30

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			May 29

			
			


			
			National holidays

			April 21, April 25, May 1

 	
  			Next Semester

 	
 			Next Semester
Course List

 			1st Semester of AY 2025–26 (Fall 2025)

			
			Italy

			History of Venice

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian for Foreigners - beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			Cosimo Monteleone

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			
			




			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication: Visual Representation and the Cultural Other

			Frank Heidemann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			
			


			
			Gender Studies

			TBD

			
			


			
			Comparing East and West. Bard’s (Il)legitimate Children? Adaption and Cultural Appropriation of Shakespeare in the East and the West

			Norimasa Morita

			Waseda University

			
			


			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization: Culture and Society in India after Independence

			Frank Heidemann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			
			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights: Regulating Business for More Welfare and Human Rights

			Damiano Canapa

			Université de Lausanne


			


			
			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development

			TBD


			



			Specialization Track: Economics, Management and Digital Technologies Applied to Cultural Heritage


			



			Digital Tools and Cultural Heritage

			Fatima Zahra Fakir

			Università degli Studi di Padova


			



			Specialization Track: Science and Society


			



			Science Communication and Sustainability

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino

			Venice International University


			



			A Matter of Life and Death: History of Pre-Modern Health in Eurasia

			Miri Shefer-Mossensohn

			Tel Aviv University


			



			Regulating Technology Through the Law

			Damiano Canapa

			Université de Lausanne


			



			Artificial Intelligence for Innovation and Creativity

			Massimiliano Nuccio & Marco Guerzoni 

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia and Università degli Studi di Milano Bicocca


			



			Conspiracy? Fact and Anti-Fact in the Global Information Age

			Dan Stevens

			University of Exeter


			



			Water Heritage and Sustainable Development

			Pietro Daniel Omodeo, Meital Shai & Justas Patkauskas

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia


			



			Health Communication: Theory and Application in the Global Context

			Ashley Duggan

			Boston College


			



			Social and Personal Relationships: Scientific Perspectives on Close Relationship Processes and Well-Being

			Ashley Duggan

			Boston College


			


						
			Specialization Track: History and Memory


			



			Ports of the Eastern Mediterranean: The Last 2000 Years

			Miri Shefer-Mossensohn

			Tel Aviv University


			



			All in the Mind? How Global Elites Think

			Dan Stevens

			University of Exeter


			


								
			Screening the Past: The Mechanism of Nostalgia Film

			Norimasa Morita

			Waseda University

 	
  			Next Semester
Academic Calendar

 			1st Semester of AY 2025–26 (Fall 2025)

			
			Orientation week

			September 8-12

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			September 11

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			September 15


			


			
			Midterm break

			October 27-31

			
			


			
			Courses end

			December 12

			
			


			
			Exam week

			December 15-19

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			December 18

			
			


			
			National holidays

			November 1, December 8


			


			
			Municipal holidays

			November 21

 	
		City Libraries

 	
			City Libraries Information


			[image: Girl reading in a library]

			
  			Most libraries are accessible to anyone for consultation, however they often require an ID card to be left at the entrance. Many libraries do not lend books and only allow onsite consultation. Almost all libraries have closed shelves and users are expected to ask for books at the desk after having consulted the catalogues and filled out a request form.

			
			Public libraries

			Marciana

			Public library and historical documents, 

			San Marco 7

			tel. 041 2407211

			http://venezia.sbn.it

			https://marciana.venezia.sbn.it

			Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9.30-15.30

			Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: close

			By reservation. Limited number in each room, divided in two shift, you can booked both if you need to stay all day

			
			


			
			Fondazione Cini

			Arts and Humanities, 

			Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore

			tel. 041 2710255

			biblioteca@cini.it

			Monday to Friday: 10.00-16.00

			
			


			
			Querini Stampalia

			General public library with some open shelves, 

			Santa Maria Formosa, Castello 5252

			tel. 041 2711411

			biblioteca@querinistampalia.org

			Tuesday to Saturday: 10.00-24.00

			Sunday and holidays: 10.00-19.00

			
			


			
			Museo Correr

			Art History, 

			San Marco 52

			tel. 041 2405211

			https://correr.visitmuve.it/it/il-museo/servizi-agli-studiosi/biblioteca

			biblioteca.correr@comune.venezia.it

			
			


			
			Temporarily closed

			Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 08.30-13.30

			Tuesday and Thursday: 08.30-17.00

			
			


			
			Levi Foundation

			History of Music and Music Scores, 

			San Marco 2893

			tel. 041 7867- 47/46

			biblioteca@fondazionelevi.it

			Monday to Friday: 

			09.00-16.30 (booking recommended)

			
			


			
			Archives of the Biennale

			Archivio Storico delle Arti Contemporanee - ASAC

			VEGA Parco Scientifico Tecnologico di Venezia

			Via delle Industrie, Marghera

			Tuesday and Wednesday: 09.30-17.00

			by appointment only 

			(tel. 041 5218790 or e-mail consultazione.asac@labiennale.org)

			
			Libraries of Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ)

			The Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ) was restored in 2005 and is made of four different spaces, the so-called “Tese”. It has a reading room with over 300 places, 24 computers with internet connectivity, photocopying and multimedia facilities and it has a large selection of bibliographic and electronic resources.

			Zattere, Dorsoduro 1392, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5820 / 5811

			https://www.unive.it/cfz

			cfz@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-20.00

			Sunday: 14.00-24.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			CFZ provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Economics (BEC)

			The Library of Economics (BEC) has around 120,000 volumes and 1,700 periodicals in the following disciplinary areas: Economics, Business Management, Statistics, Marketing, Accounting, Finance etc. 

			The Library offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, bibliographical assistance, a multimedia room with 30 pcs, reference assistance for databases and photocopying.

			Fondamenta San Giobbe, Cannaregio 873, Venice

			tel. 041 2348763

			https://www.unive.it/bec

			bec@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 8.30-19.45

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			From Monday to Friday 6.15-19.45 and on Saturdays: 

			reference, photocopying and book return services only

			
			


			
			Library of Humanities (BAUM)

			The Library of Humanities (BAUM) is located in the Malcanton Marcorà complex and has a total surface of 2500 sq m, two underground floors and 300 places. The Library of Humanities includes over 300,000 books, 3,651 journals and 600 electronic journals available on the university network. A significant part of the books and all the magazines are open-shelf and they belong to the following disciplinary areas: Philosophy, History, Art, Italian Studies, Philology, Arts, Social Sciences, etc.

			The Library of Humanities offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, reference assistance, databases, photocopying and scanning facilities.

			Malcanton Marcorà complex, Dorsoduro 3484/D, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5613

			www.unive.it/baum

			baum@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00
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			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00
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			(with the exception of the underground floors)

			Book loans

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00 

			by reservation, by the app Affluences (writing title and collocation)
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			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00
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			Ca’ Foscari Historical Library was established in 1868 with the foundation of the University.

			The Historical Library includes about 80,000 books and periodicals from the sixteenth to the mid-twentieth century. It also includes 21 collections given by university professors and Rectors.

			
			


			
			Ca’ Bernardo

			Dorsoduro 3199, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5832

			fondostorico@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00
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			Notice
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			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00
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			Saturday 8:00-14.00
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